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The parents of a 12-year-old 
boy who was choked until 
he was unconscious by a 
fellow Hawick High School 
pupil this week slammed 
education chiefs for their 
response to the attack 
which, they claimed, could 
have cost him his life.

The couple also urged 
other parents to report 
similar incidents to the 
school which has a recent 
history of indiscipline.

“We’re not speaking out 
just because of ourselves, 
but for other parents 
whose children have been 
the victim of assaults 
at the school,” said the boy’s 
father.

As reported in last 
week’s edition of The 

Hawick Paper, their son was 
attacked at the school on 
Tuesday, February 8, and 
the matter is the subject of a 
police investigation.

“My son was placed in 
a choke hold until he lost 
consciousness. Then the 
other pupil who attacked 
him let him go and he 
collapsed to the ground. 

This resulted in him biting 
through his lip when he hit 
the ground,” said the father.

What persuaded – and 
angered – the parents to 
speak to The Hawick Paper 
about the family’s ordeal 
was a comment in the same 
report which said: “Hawick 
High does not tolerate 
bullying, intimidation 

or any other type of 
aggressive behaviour. All 
allegations or incidents 
are fully investigated and 
appropriate action taken 
swiftly and robustly.”

However, the couple’s 
experience was starkly 
different – and the boy’s 
father commented: “I 
could fill the town hall 
with other parents who 
have had to endure similar 
experiences.”

The mother said: “My son 
was attacked about 2pm and 
the school never got in touch 
with me that day. I had to 
phone them just after 9am 
the following day to see what 
was being done about it.”

She and her partner had 
a meeting with teachers 
at the school on Friday, 
February 11, when she 
demanded that the culprit, 
who she claimed has been 
involved in numerous 

The day my son 
could have died 
in school – mum

n CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

By DEREK FORREST 
news@thehawickpaper.co.uk

The Hornshole Greenway 
project – a route which 
links Hawick’s past with 
the present – has been 
overwhelmingly backed 
by townsfolk.

This is the outcome 
of a comprehensive 
stakeholder consultation, 
conducted over 18 months, 
and involving meetings 
with more than 70 clubs, 
groups and organisations. 
The exercise also 
featured three public 
exhibitions –  held in the 
town-centre office of 

McLaughlin & Harvey, 
main contractors of 
Hawick’s £90million flood 
protection scheme who 
will help deliver aspects 
of the Greenway project; 
Burnfoot Community Hub 
and lesser town hall. In 
addition, questionnaires 
were circulated to 
virtually every retailer in 
the town.

The Hornshole 
Greenway extends from 
Hornshole to the top 
end of Wilton Lodge 
Park (7.5 km). Twenty 
of the 30 interpretation 
signs telling ‘The Story 
of Hawick’ will appear 
along this route, which 
largely follows the new 

Teries give 
green light 
to projectEXCLUSIVE

n CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

By DEREK FORREST 
news@thehawickpaper.co.uk

EXCLUSIVE

PICTURE: ILF IMAGING

Hawick High School has a recent history of indiscipline

The proposed 
Border Queen 
sculpture
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For more information Call: 

01750 23054 
Wellwood Service Centre, Ettrick Terrace, Selkirk

Does Your Heating Need Upgraded?
Do You Need A Complete Installation?

n FROM PAGE 1
similar incidents, be 
permanently excluded from the 
school and educated at home or 
at a specialised unit.

“But I was told that the pupil 
responsible had to ‘be given a 
chance’, and that there would 
be support staff in class when 
he was there and that he would 
be supervised at lunchtime and 
during breaks,” she said. “But 
how many chances should this 
boy get?

“The incident was captured 
on the school CCTV and one 
teacher at the meeting told me 
this was the worst incident of 
this kind he had witnessed in his 
entire career.”

Her partner added: “The boy 
who attacked my son was only 
excluded for one day – what kind 
of safety message does that send 
out to our kids? And no member 
of the senior staff has, so far, 
taken my son aside to ask about 
his wellbeing.”

At the meeting the mother 
asked why an ambulance had 
not been called, bearing in mind 
the boy had lost consciousness, 
but was told that her son “was 
conscious and looked alert” 
when a teacher saw him.

Instead, her son was treated 
by a staff member who was 
qualified in first aid.

She told us the first time the 
school contacted her about the 
incident, rather than she or her 
partner getting in touch with the 
school, was on February 14.

The incident has been 
traumatic for the couple.

“It nearly broke us,” the 

father said, while his partner 
explained: “It comes and goes in 
waves. I just keep thinking what 
could have happened – my son 
could have died. He was so close 
to death.”

And pupils who witnessed 
the attack on the boy have also 
been badly affected. “Some of 
their parents have told me they 
are scared to send their kids to 
school – and the kids themselves 
are scared to go too,” she said.

She added that she knew of 
at least two former Hawick High 
children who now attended 
Selkirk High because they had 
been on the receiving end of 
bullying incidents.

Councillor Watson McAteer, 
whose ward includes the school, 
said: “I am being made aware of 
what appears to be increasing 
numbers of ‘incidents’ at 
Hawick High School, many 
requiring police intervention, 
and am currently seeking to 
confirm that appropriate child 
protection measures are being 
followed to guarantee the safety 
of all concerned.

“I know from speaking to 
parents that they remain upset 
and very concerned for the 
welfare of their children.”

Scottish Borders Council had 
still not issued a statement by 
the time we went to press. 
n Reports of two youths 

fighting on the High Street at 
lunchtime on Monday are being 
investigated by police. A second 
“fight” is understood to have 
broken out between two youths  
in the Myreslawgreen area at 
around the same time.

Attack was
captured on 
school CCTV

MOT Prep Service 
Brakes Exhausts 

Repairs Diagnostic 
Welding & More ... 

01450 376753
E:  ross@raolivercom 

01450 376753
Email: ross@raoliver.com

(Crailing Court, Hawick) (Temporary Traffic Regulation) 
Order 2022

The Scottish Borders Council (Crailing Court, Hawick) (Temporary Traffic 
Regulation) Order 2022 has been made under Section 14(1) of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984 as amended.  The Order, which has a maximum duration 
of 18 months, will come into force on 28 February 2022 and is expected to remain 
in effect until 2 March 2022 between the hours of 08:00 and 17:00 each day. 
The Order is required for resurfacing works.
When the Order comes into effect no person shall:
(a)  drive or cause or permit to be driven any vehicle; and
(b) permit any vehicle to wait or to be parked,  
along Crailing Court, Hawick.
There is no alternative route.
A map showing the restrictions can be seen at www.tellmescotland.gov.uk. 
N MCKINLAY Chief Legal Officer

www.scotborders.gov.uk

Scottish Borders – the place to live and work

PUBLIC NOTICE Custody for man who 
assaulted shop worker
 A 22-year-old man has been 
remanded in custody at Selkirk 
Sheriff Court after pleading guilty 
to charges of theft and assaulting a 
shop worker.

Glen Todd, of Boonraw Road, 
appeared from custody.

The employee was engaged in 
retail work at the time, meaning 
Todd was in breach of new 
legislation – the  Protection of 
Workers (Retail and Age-Restricted 
Goods and Services) Scotland Act 
2021.

Todd admitted a third charge of 
possession of a class A drug.

Sentence was deferred until 
March 14 at Jedburgh Sheriff Court 
for the production of background 

reports. Bail was refused and Todd 
remanded in custody until that 
date.
n A man has appeared in private 

accused of breaching his bail 
conditions.

Brad Lewis, 24, made no plea 
to the charge and the case was 
continued for further examination. 
He was bailed.
n A man has been accused of 

obstructing a health worker in a 
hospital setting.

Jason Lowe, 40, also pleaded not 
guilty to two counts of police assault, 
obstructing police and threatening 
or abusive behaviour.

A trial has been fixed for April 21 
at Selkirk Sheriff Court.

n FROM PAGE 1
Active Travel Network being 
developed by the flood scheme. 
A main attraction will be a 
17-metre-high bronze sculpture 
emerging from the River Teviot 
at Lower Mansfield.

A report on the consultation 
stated: “From a total of 292 
respondents, 84 per cent of 
whom live in Hawick, some clear 
trends have emerged from the 
data gathered. The first, and 
possibly most important, is that 
98 per cent of people agreed with 
the overall project content.”

The results were warmly 
welcomed by Provost Watson 
McAteer. “The Greenway team 
have completed a detailed public 
consultation and received strong 
endorsement from the people 
of Hawick for their exciting and 
innovative project,” he said.

“It is good to see such high-
level support for a project 
designed to tell the story of 
Hawick on a special route that 
will feature The Border Queen, 
a unique sculpture surging from 
the Teviot.”

A spokesperson for the 
Hornshole Greenway group said: 
“We believe our recent public 
consultation exercise gives us a 
strong mandate to proceed with 
a full business plan and start 
seeking funding for all aspects of 
the project.”

From the six topics listed 
in the report, eco-education 
– with local schoolchildren 
closely involved and including 
workshops, weekend clubs, 
wildlife education, bushcraft, 
ecologist-led projects, plus 

clearing rubbish – topped the 
interest ratings with 67 per cent 
of those who replied wanting to 
be involved in activities.

The report added: “Once 
a month was the preferred 
frequency of education events, 
with one-day workshops during 
school holidays the preferred 
option for these.”

On the culture front, “63 per 
cent of all respondents thought 
The Border Queen sculpture 
would bring more visitors to 
Hawick, with only seven per 
cent saying it wouldn’t and 30 
per cent unsure. Interestingly, 
support for the artwork rose to 
66 per cent among the town’s 
retail respondents; 83 per cent 
of respondents also thought our 
preferred site for The Border 
Queen is the correct one”.

So far as the actual Greenway 
was concerned, 77 per cent 
were familiar with the route, 
particularly the section between 
Mansfield and Hornshole.

The analysis also revealed: 
“When asked if the respondent’s 
employer/business would 
benefit from increased tourism 
in Hawick, 75 per cent said ‘Yes’, 
with this figure rising to 86 per 
cent among retail respondents.”

It added: “A very significant 96 
per cent of respondents thought 
this project would bring more 
money into the town, with a 
similar level of response agreeing 
that this initiative has the 
potential to make a significant 
impact on the socio-economic 
development of Hawick.”

More info at: www.hornshole 
greenway.com/get-involved

Project will 
‘tell the story 
of Hawick’
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An honour for Teri ‘outsider’

Restaurateur Greg 
earns starring role 
By HILARY MACTAGGART 
news@thehawickpaper.co.uk

Teri chef Greg Anderson 
is celebrating his new 
restaurant receiving a 
coveted Michelin star.

The 32-year-old, whose 
family home is Stouslie 
Farm, on the outskirts 
of the town, only opened 
the Norfolk-based 
Meadowsweet restaurant 
eight months ago with his 
partner Rebecca Williams.

He conceded he is “so 
thrilled, so proud, and so 
happy” to have had his hard 
work recognised with a 
Michelin star.

“I achieved this with 
my partner Rebecca. I 
really couldn’t have done 
it without her – she’s 
incredible,” he added.

“It gives me an 
overwhelming feeling of 
pride – the restaurant has 
only been open for eight 
months, but this award 
is the result of the last 16 
years of hard work.”

The former Wilton 
primary and high school 
pupil began his chosen 
career path at Borders 
College in Commercial 
Road.

“I had fantastic tutors 
in Vicky Macdonald and 
Fiona Nichol,” said Greg, 
who jokes that he entered 

the hospitality industry to 
“earn money”.

He added: “I’m not 
really sure why I chose that 
particular course at college, 
and I wasn’t even sure it 
was something I wanted to 
do – but gradually a passion 
grew.”

Greg was head chef 
at the Michelin-starred 
Morston Hall in Norfolk for 
six years.

“Prior to that I was sous 
chef at Gravetye Manor 

in Sussex which gained a 
Michelin star and before 
that I was working as a chef 
de partie at L’enclume in 
the Lake District which 
won two Michelin stars 
while I was working there 
and just won its third 
Michelin star in the most 
recent guide.”

He opened the 
Meadowsweet restaurant 
on June 1 last year.

While Greg admits he 
misses his hometown, 

he is now happily settled 
in Norfolk. “Hawick will 
always have its place in my 
heart, but I’ve been visiting 
less and less over the 
years,” he said.

Greg is enthusiastic 
about the future.

“I plan to continue to 
evolve what we do at the 
restaurant and refine 
our product – it’s only the 
beginning for our little 
restaurant and we are 
really excited about it.”

No party line for
candidate Clair
Hawick’s sole SNP 
representative on Scottish 
Borders Council (SBC), 
Clair Ramage, is seeking re-
election in May – but as an 
Independent candidate.

She told us yesterday 
(Thursday): “It was a 
privilege to be elected as an 
SNP councillor for Hawick 
and Denholm in 2017.”

But she added: “In the 
upcoming local elections it 
is my intention to stand as 
an Independent candidate. 
My priority has always 
been my community and 
throughout the past five 
years I have actively listened 
and supported the people 
that I represent.

“However, after five 
years, I have come to the 
conclusion, like so many, 
that party politics should 
not play any part in local 
government and councillors 
should be free and willing 
to work together for the 
benefit of the community 
that they represent.”

Another of Hawick’s 
six SBC members, Davie 
Paterson, who stood as 

an Independent in 2017, 
appears to be remaining 
tight-lipped when it comes 
to saying whether he will be 
seeking re-election.

Shortly before 3pm on 
Wednesday, The Hawick 
Paper emailed him to 
ascertain what his position 
was – but by 5.30pm 
yesterday (Thursday), he 
had not replied.

So far as the four other 
councillors are concerned, 
Neil Richards hopes to 
keep the Conservative flag 
flying, while Independents 
Stuart Marshall and Watson 
McAteer are also seeking re-
election to the Newtown St 
Boswells chamber. George 
Turnbull is retiring.

Former jump jockey 
Gary Berridge has been 
appointed Standard Bearer 
of Lockerbie’s Riding of 
the Marches and will lead 
the cavalcade around the 
boundaries on Saturday, 
June 11, Hilary Mactaggart 
writes.

Delighted to receive 
the “honour”, he jokes that 
his allegiance to his local 
Common-Riding will not 
be compromised as he also 
plans to support the Teri 
celebrations the previous 
day.

No longer involved in 
horse racing, he left his 
hometown to further his 
career as a jump jockey for 
trainer Len Lungo and it 
was while working at his 
Carrutherstown stable that 
he met his wife, Claire.

The pair live in 
Lochmaben with their two 
young sons, Charlie and 
Angus.

Gary has previously 
ridden a couple of the 
Lockerbie ride-outs, 
accompanied by son 
Charlie, pictured, on the 
lead-rein, but this will be 

his first time riding the 
main Common-Riding 
route.

“I was asked a couple 
days ago by the committee 
and thought why not,” he 
explained. “I’m honoured 
to be asked with being an 
outsider from Hawick!”

Gary will ride a horse, 

which he sometimes rides 
out, loaned from a friend to 
carry the Flag.

Brought up in the town, 
Gary lived in the Loan with 
mum Doreen, dad Billy 
and his two brothers, Ross 
and Liam, who was also a 
jockey.

Gary followed the 
Hawick Cornet in 1986 at a 
young age.

“I only went from 
Burnfoot to the High Street 
as I was only five,” he said.

Gary, who works at 
Emtelle in Jedburgh, is 
thoroughly looking forward 
to being Lockerbie’s 
Standard Bearer.

“The main reason I 
said yes is because I love 
tradition and all the 
Common-Ridings,” he 
enthused.

SERVICING AND REPAIRS 
(two, three or four wheels)

MoTs  - Tyres - Garden machinery
HELMETS - CLOTHING - ACCESSORIES
Fuel - Gas - Coal - Kindling - Logs - Peat

THOS. B. OLIVER
THE GARAGE, DENHOLM
Established 1919  •  Proprietor: Wendy Oliver

CLOSED
Saturdays

CALL US ON
01450 870221
tboliver@btconnect.com

 www.tb-oliver.co.uk

diagnostics
for all

motorcycles

MOTOR ENGINEERS

Not JUST
a garage

Councillor Clair Ramage

PICTURE: DENISE BRADLEY / ARCHANT

Gary Berridge 
and his son 

Charlie
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Receive 
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discounted

tickets

Gift a 
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Police cell ‘dirty 
protest’ man jailed
A 42-year-old man who 
committed a series of 
offences in Hawick over 
the space of a few days has 
been jailed for 26 months at 
Selkirk Sheriff Court.

Kris Cardwell pleaded 
guilty to breaking into the 
premises of construction 
company James Swinton 
& Co in Noble Place, with 
intent to steal while on 
bail on September 30. He 
also broke into a house in 
nearby Glebe Mill Street 
with intent to steal and was 
confronted by the female 
occupier who managed to 
get him out of the property.

Later that day he stole 
bottles of alcohol from 
Morrisons in Mart Street. 
On October 2 he returned 
to Morrisons where he 
was recognised by a staff 
member and during a 
struggle punched him in 
the face.

Cardwell then staged 
a “dirty protest” in the 
cell complex at the police 

station by smearing faeces 
over the walls, threatening 
the health of police staff. 
He admitted culpable and 
reckless conduct.

He had moved to the 
Borders from Perth and 
had been staying with his 
mother in Jedburgh. He 
had been carrying out a 
community payback order 
in the Perth area where 
he had the support of a 
drug worker, but started 
using Xanox and described 
himself as homeless when 
committing the crimes.

 Sheriff Peter Paterson 
said there had been time 
and effort with the break-
ins, including covering 
up CCTV after climbing 
a ladder, while it would 
have been distressing for 
the home owner to find 
Cardwell in her home 
late at night. The assault 
on the shop worker 
was “unprovoked” and 
the “dirty protest” was 
“distasteful”.

Fifteen-month driving disqualification
Taking his partner’s car 
without permission and 
no insurance resulted in a 
15-month driving ban for 
Karl Harvey.

The 36-year-old pleaded 
guilty at Jedburgh Sheriff 
Court to the two offences 
which happened in Fisher 
Avenue on May 5.

Depute fiscal Joanna 
Waller said the couple had 

an argument at around 
11am and when Harvey 
said he was leaving the 
property, she heard the 
sound of car wheels 
screeching and realised 
the vehicle’s keys had been 
taken.

The police were then 
contacted.

Defence lawyer Ed 
Hulme said his client had 

decided to leave the house 
to “clear his head”.

It was admitted he did 
not have permission or 
was a named driver on the 
insurance policy.

Mr Hulme said: “He 
accepts that and apologises 
for his actions.”

The court heard that 
Harvey, who gave an address 
in Kelso, had previously 

been disqualified for driving 
without insurance.

Sheriff Peter Paterson 
said Harvey was well aware 
of the risks of driving 
without insurance and 
ordered a disqualification 
period of 15 months.

In addition, fines 
totalling £350 with a £20 
victim surcharge were 
imposed.

A forestry worker involved 
in a disturbance with his 
former partner has been 
fined £350.

Sean Owens, 35, of 
Hawick pleaded guilty to 
threatening or abusive 
behaviour by repeatedly 
striking the doors of a 
house in McLagan Drive on 
November 21, and uttering 
threats of violence and 
making offensive comments 
towards the woman.

 Defence lawyer Mat 
Patrick said: “Alcohol had 
a part to play in this and 

he acknowledges this. 
He has stopped drinking 
completely.”

Owens, of Silverbuthall 
Road, was also told to pay a 
£20 victim surcharge and a 
two-year, non-harassment 
order was also imposed.
n A man has admitted 

controlling behaviour 
towards a former partner.

Mark Scott, 46, of 
Hawick, pleaded guilty to 
repeatedly shouting and 
swearing at the woman 
and acting aggressively 
towards her, controlling 

her movements by turning 
off  electricity in the 
house, seizing her car keys 
and mobile phone and 
unplugging her hair dryer, 
seizing hold of her arms and 
dragging her to her injury, 
throwing a dog lead at her 
and preventing her from 
leaving the house.

The offence under 
Section One of the Domestic 
Abuse Scotland Act 
happened at a house in 
Rosebank Road between 
July 24 and August 1.

Sheriff Peter Paterson 

said it was a serious matter 
and deferred sentence until 
March 28 for background 
reports, including 
a Caledonian Men’s 
Programme assessment.
n A warrant has been 

issued for the arrest of a 
woman who failed to turn 
up at court for her trial.

Natasha Murray, 31, 
denies charges of attempted 
housebreaking with 
intent to steal, theft by 
shoplifting and two counts 
of threatening or abusive 
behaviour.

Accused repeatedly struck house doors
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Turbine firm’s rebuttal
The renewable energy 
firm behind plans for a 
75-turbine wind farm near 
Teviothead has rebutted a 
claim that the demolition 
of a “200-year-old” cottage 
in the area may have been 
influenced by the proposed 
development.

Responding to the 
claim, made by Community 
Councillor Keith Irving 
at last week’s meeting, 
Lanarkshire-based 
Muirhall Energy told The 
Hawick Paper that the 
landowner [Buccleuch 
Estates] had decided to 
knock down Eligrain 
Cottage.

It is thought the small 
farmstead, which dated 
back to the early 1800s, was 
located on the likely access 
route to the planned Teviot 
Wind Farm.

“This [the demolition] 
was not influenced by the 
proposed wind farm,” said 

Muirhall’s project manager 
Jamie Leslie.

But airing his concerns 
to fellow community 
councillors, Mr Irving 
said: “Why has this 
200-year-old cottage been 
knocked down when 
planning permission hasn’t 
even been granted for an 
access road to the wind 
farm?

“I find it all a bit strange 
as nothing has been 
confirmed yet.”

Alluding to the 
adjoining stable which we 

understand had rare ritual 
folk ‘protective characters’ 
poker-burnt into the horse 
stalls, Mr Irving said it had 
been knocked down 
before someone could 
save this “historic piece of 
wood”.

Further addressing the 
access road claim, Mr Leslie 
said: “This would require 
a consented planning 
application before any 
work could take place and 
therefore the community 
would have been informed 
of this.”

Muirhall intended to 
submit an application for 
the proposed wind farm 
later this spring. Full details 
would be shared with local 
community councils and 
would be available for 
comment.

“No work relating to the 
wind farm will take place 
until a decision is made on 
the proposal,” he added.

Victoria Road Hawick. TD9 7AH www.chrysties.net Tel: 01450 372248 
Open: Mon-Fri 9:00am-5:30pm Sat 9:00am-5:00pm Sun 12:00pm-4:00pm

Find us on Facebook & Instagram
@chrystiesfurnishingcentre

                      
                

      
     

      
         

 

 

            

     

    
 

      
    

      
    

 

                      
                

      
     

      
         

 

 

            

     

    
 

      
    

      
    

 

Titan                                                                   
Living and Dining Range in Grey                              

TO CLEAR

50%Off
Chrysties Ashley                                                   
Right Hand Facing Chaise Corner
Was £1049 (Only 1 Left)                                       

TO CLEAR

£799 Bed Frames                                                          
4’6’ Double Size                                                     

TO CLEAR

£99
Windsor                                                              
Living, Dining and Bedroom Range                           

TO CLEAR

50%Off
Fabric & Leather                                                  
Arm Chairs                                                           

FROM

£99
Toulon                                                                 
3 Seater & 2 Seater Power Reclining Sofas
Was £1999 (Only 1 Left)                                       

TO CLEAR

£999
Premier Trafford                                                   
Manual Reclining Leather Corner Group.
Was £2999 (Only 2 Left)                                       

TO CLEAR

£999
Lazboy Georgina                                                  
3 Seater Power Reclining Fabric Sofas.
Was £1601 (Only 2 Left)                                       

TO CLEAR

£999
Bordeaux                                                             
3 Seater & 2 Seater Manual Reclining Sofas
Was £2099                                                           

TO CLEAR

£999
Titan                                                                   
Bedroom Range in Grey                                         

TO CLEAR

50%Off
Himolla Sinatra                                                    
Easy Swing Reclining Chair in Fabric
RRP £2303 (Only 1 Left)                                        

TO CLEAR

£1300 Carpet Remnants                                                 
Large Choice Of Colours & Sizes 

TO CLEAR

75%Off

END OF SEASON STOCK

CLEAR-OUT!
JUST AN EXAMPLE OF 100S OF ITEMS 

AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

STARTS 
9AM 

SATURDAY

Weather
Week ending February 20: 
Max. temperature 10.9°; 
min. 0.4°; rain 109.72mm.The cottage just before its demolition was complete

There has been a drop in the 
number of Covid cases in 
the Hawick area.

Figures released 
yesterday (Thursday) 
following data compiled 
between February 14-20 
by Public Health Scotland 
show 102 cases compared 
to 112 in respect of the 
previous seven days.

The breakdown of 
current case numbers are 
– Denholm and Hermitage, 
29; Hawick Central, 26; 
Hawick West End, 17; 
Burnfoot, 16; Hawick North, 
14.

Covid case 
tally drops

Extension
Mr S. Irvine has been 
granted permission for 
a dormer extension at 13 
Twirlees Terrace.

The ‘protective characters’ 
that adorned the horse 
stalls at Eligrain Cottage
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Cllr: ‘We can’t just sit
back and do nothingBairnkine Sawmill, Jedburgh

01835 840633

BAIRNKINE
BREAKERS

Also at: Croft Road, Hawick 01450 377837

CARS, VANS
and 4x4s

Anything considered
BEST PRICES PAID 

– £150 up to £1,000

AA  CCoonnssttaanntt  iinn  tthhiiss                          
uunncceerrttaaiinn  wwoorrlldd  

 
For nearly 30 years, Carla How and her team at Scotia 

have worked tirelessly to support and aid your recovery 
in times of pain and to help you maintain your best possible health.  

 
As we return to a new “normal” we will still aim to provide you with the 

very best care and the quickest possible recovery. 

  
TTeell..  0011883355  882233664455  ttoo  ffiinndd  oouutt  mmoorree  

EE::  tteeaamm@@ssccoottiiaacchhiirroopprraaccttiicc..ccoo..uukk  
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For nearly 30 years, Carla 
How and her team at Scotia 

have worked tirelessly 
to support and aid your 

recovery in times of pain and 
to help you maintain your best possible health.
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in times of pain and to help you maintain your best possible health.  
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As we return to a new “normal” 
we will still aim to provide you 
with the very best care and the 

quickest possible recovery.

Global Antiques

E: sivija42@yahoo.com                                                  
72b High street Hawick TD9 9HR

Buying and 
Selling 

Collectables            
and Antiquities

www.globalantique.com

We now buy silver and 
gold scraps. For details  

T: 07756 089 267 

72 High Street, Hawick TD9 9HR

Anger over limited pool hours
Limited opening hours at the 
leisure centre swimming pool 
have left Teries fuming.

They complain of being 
unable to get enough access to 
the facility, and Live Borders, the 
trust which runs the centre, has 
been slammed over its approach 
to a solution.

“‘While Covid has seriously 
impacted our leisure services, 
the opening of the pool at the 
leisure centre was welcomed 
in the community,” explained 
Provost Watson McAteer.

“It has therefore been 
extremely disappointing that 
regular users of the swimming 
pool are having difficulty getting 
a swim. 

“I’ve contacted the Live 
Borders chief executive [Ewan 

Jackson] to understand why 
such problems continue to 
persist,” he said. “However, 
rather than offer an explanation 
he has told me to advise those 
complaining to get in touch with 
him to find a solution.

“That is not advice I plan to 
follow and as a representative 
of the community I will 
persist until I receive a proper 
explanation for this problem.”

Councillor Stuart Marshall 
told us: “Last week, Councillor 
McAteer and I were approached 
by several townsfolk who were 
quite rightly very angry over 
poor access times at the pool.

“We immediately took this 
matter up with Mr Jackson who, 
in his reply, advised us to inform 
complainants to contact the 

centre or Live Borders direct.
“Given the fact that one of 

my main roles as a councillor 
is to represent the views of the 
public, please be assured that I 
will never discourage anyone to 
approach me about any matters 
of concern they have regarding 
our leisure centre or indeed the 
many services it provides. 

“Feedback from the 
community on all public services 
is essential and I will always be 
happy to relay such viewpoints 
to Live Borders or for that matter 
any other organisation that we as 
a council support.”

A Live Borders spokesperson 
responded: “We welcome all 
feedback, listen to customer 
concerns and see how we can 
accommodate them.

 “The current operating 
environment remains very 
challenging for the charity.

“Forecasts in the cultural and 
sporting sector consider that 
it will take anything up to five 
years for the sector to return to 
pre-pandemic levels.

 “One of the key elements of 
our recovery is to make sure we 
listen to customer viewpoints 
and react positively to these 
where possible. 

“While we have not received 
any formal complaints directly 
from customers on opening 
hours at the pool this year, 
service requirements and 
feedback is closely monitored 
and, where achievable and 
sustainable, the extension of 
services will be considered.”

Concerns over speeding 
issues and a lack of safe 
parking in Guthrie Drive 
have led to an urgent call 
for a site meeting in a bid to 
resolve the problems.

This week, local 
ward councillor, Stuart 
Marshall, said he was 
“bitterly disappointed” 
after learning that parking 
issues were likely to 
continue with Scottish 
Borders Council unwilling 
to install more laybys in the 
area. 

He had been told by 
the council that speeding 
was “a police matter”, but 

asked the local authority 
to include Guthrie Drive in 
their next round of speed 
surveys.

He had also asked the 
police to focus on the 
road when resources 
allowed.

Expressing “real safety 
fears”, Councillor Marshall 
added: “With two well-
used bus stops on this road 
and the evenings getting 
lighter it’s inevitable that 
youngsters will play in this 
area and we can’t just sit 
back and do nothing.”

He went on: “Residents 
are also expressing 

concerns regarding very 
tall trees along the roadside  
and I’m awaiting a site visit 
with SBC neighbourhood 
services to try and resolve 
this issue.”

A police spokesperson 
responded: “We are 
working to improve road 
safety throughout the 
Borders, and will attend at 
Guthrie Drive in the near 
future to discuss a multi-
agency approach to tackle 
speeding issues.”

Speed checks would 
continue at “priority 
locations” across the 
region.

 Councillor Marshall 
added: “I was assured that 
the trees in the Guthrie 
Drive area were to be 
assessed and again it’s 
disappointing that SBC 
haven’t acted.

“The ones on the 
opposite side of the road 
are extremely high and 
all the more dangerous 
after suffering broken 
limbs etc during the recent 
storms.” They were also 
blocking the street lights, 
added the councillor.

The council did not 
respond to our request for  
comment.

Councillor Stuart Marshall has approached the police and council about residents’ concerns in Guthrie Drive PICTURE: ILF IMAGING
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Plans to “make good” the exposed 
Teviot Road gable ends left after 
demolition of the ex-Almstrongs 
building in Oliver Crescent is to 
be the top priority once a new 
“imminent” contract is awarded to 
finally progress work on the much-
delayed £2.6million business hub.

That was the update from local 
ward councillor, Watson McAteer, 
when pressed for a progress report 
at Monday’s Hawick Community 
Council meeting. He said that 
following a site meeting with the 
principal Scottish Borders Council 
officer and residents the previous 

week, it had been agreed to “go to 
the gable ends first before they 
start to develop the garden area 
and then move to the building”.

Mr McAteer is far from satisfied 
with the fact that the exposed 
gable ends were not being repaired 
with the original stonework.

The councillor added: “I 
believe this would be much more 
in keeping with the existing 
buildings, but clearly these people 
have suffered for a long, long time 
with these gable ends exposed and 
we have had two prolonged spells 
of bad weather.”

As revealed in this newspaper, 
work might not start on the 
business centre until 2023, despite 
the cash being awarded to develop 
the site in June 2017. 

The demolition took place in 
December 2019 with the building 
gable ends left exposed since.

Getting rid of gable ends a priority, says McAteer

Town recycling 
rates provide 
food for thought
Town representatives are 
urging Scottish Borders 
Council (SBC) to publicise food 
recycling after it was revealed 
that Hawick’s rates are four 
times less than Peebles.

The figure was presented to 
Hawick Community Council 
vice-chairwoman Marion 
Short and ward councillor, 
Clair Ramage, at a meeting 
they attended with Ross 
Sharp-Dent, SBC’s waste 
and passenger transport 
manager. The meeting was the 
prelude to him making a food-
recycling presentation to the 
town body.

Updating colleagues on 
the initial meeting, Mrs Short 
said: “The recycling of food 
waste is still incredibly low in 
the Scottish Borders, but at 
our meeting we were informed 
that Peebles recycle four times 

more food than in Hawick. So 
it is possibly something the 
council needs to take on board 
and publicise more.

“The council used to have 
their magazine, Connect, 
which was distributed around 
every household which 
could have highlighted food 
recycling.”

Councillor Ramage added: 
“It was shocking to learn 
Peebles recycles 60 per cent of 
food waste, while ours is only 
15 per cent.”

Ward councillor, Watson 
McAteer, added: “When 
the food-waste policy was 
introduced, it was suggested 
collecting it with garden 
waste. This was rejected. 
Given the low update, could 
this now become a combined 
service? I think you would see 
a big difference in uptake?”

One of the deteriorating paving slabs in Wilton Lodge Park

Chillies could soon be 
growing freely in the town 
centre as part of a new 
development by Hawick in 
Bloom volunteers.

The initiative was 
revealed by convener 
Margaret Hogg at a meeting 
of Hawick Community 
Council following a 
presentation to the sub-
group by a representative 
from Langholm Chilli Club.

Mrs Hogg said: “We had 
a very interesting talk 
from the club. They had 
some chilli seeds for us, 
and a number of volunteers 
have taken these away to 
take them through the 
first growing phase with 
a view to planting them in 
one of our planters for use 
by the public if they are 
successful.”

She added: “The seeds 
that we have are fairly mild 
so the public can try them.”

Volunteers
warm to 
chilli idea

Breaking paving slabs 
becoming ‘a trip hazard’

Hawick community 
councillors have learned 
that the fast-deteriorating 
condition of paving slabs 
around the museum and Elliot 
Bandstand in Wilton Lodge 
Park have the potential to lead 
to an accident.

Raising his concerns, 
Community Councillor 
French Wight said: “I would 
like to highlight the state 
of these paving slabs. They 
spent thousands of pounds 
on that type of slab, but they 
are breaking up and there are 
holes in them.

“Each frost just makes it 
worse – it is getting to be a trip 
hazard.

“I believe, but I haven’t 
seen it for myself, Galashiels 
have lifted theirs and replaced 

them with ordinary slabs. 
They had the same problem, 
and it is ridiculous given the 
amount of money that was 
spent on these slabs.”

SBC didn’t responded to 
our request for a comment on 
the slabs which were laid as 
part of the park renovations 
around five years ago.

By GRAHAM FORD 
news@thehawickpaper.co.uk

Column sponsored by Healthier Scotland

More information is available at 
www.nhsinform.scot/stigma

Help end the stigma 
of addiction
People across Scotland are being urged to play their  
part in helping end the stigma of addiction.

A drug or alcohol problem is a health condition, and 
people struggling with it should receive help and  
support, not judgement.

For most, harmful drug and alcohol use is not an  
active choice and is often triggered by other factors, 
including trauma. 

Stigma affects individuals, families and communities,  
and can have a devastating effect on someone’s ability  
to get the help they need. 

The less people judge, the more chance those struggling 
will seek treatment and help to recover.

Those who have experience of harmful substance use 
have shared their experiences in a bid to highlight the 
impact of stigma on recovery, and why moments of 
kindness and compassion matter.

Michaela, who has been abstinent from alcohol for  
over 13 years, said: 

“Stigma, especially in workplaces, leads to silence.  
We might be worried about someone but we’re too 
frightened to say anything, so these people end up in 
decline. And that is where stigma is dangerous, because 
we are ignoring something we know is happening. 

“Show a bit of compassion, don’t walk away, speak to that 
person you’re concerned about. We’ve got to humanise 
this. It’s about people who are suffering every day. 

“To break stigma, you’ve got to stop seeing people as a 
group and see them as individuals with their own story. 
Taking time to understand that story can change lives.”
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WIN £15
to spend at

Adam's Kitchen

Name  �������������������������������������������������

���������������������������������������������������������������

Address ����������������������������������������������

����������������������������������Tel�����������������������

Logo is on page ������������������������������

Last week’s winner: 
KAREN DEEKS
Closing date Tuesday 5pm

Find the restaurant’s logo in the 
paper, and text message Catriona 

with the page number

– 07484 517239

WIN £10
to spend at

Hutton’s
Find the restaurant’s logo in the 

paper, and text message Catriona 
with the page number

– 07484 517239

Name  �������������������������������������������������

���������������������������������������������������������������

Address ����������������������������������������������

����������������������������������Tel�����������������������

Logo is on page ������������������������������

Last week’s winner: 
MARGARET WALLACE
Closing date Tuesday 5pm

24-Hour Breakdown Assistance
and Accident Recovery

01450 219018

8 DICKSON STREET, HAWICK 01450 377735
18 HIGH STREET, JEDBURGH 01835 862487WiltonCarpets

LIMITED STOCK ++ IMMEDIATE DELIVERY ++ LIMITED STOCK ++ IMMEDIATE DELIVERY ++ LIMITED STOCK ++ 

Call or 
Facebook

us now!

FANTASTIC DOUBLE DIVAN BED OFFER
THE TUDOR 1000 – ONLY £699.99

YOU WON’T FIND A BETTER MATTRESS
FOR A BETTER PRICE LOCALLY

ONLY £699.99
INCREDIBLE VALUE 
FOR THE SLEEPING 

EXPERIENCE IT 
PROVIDES

The Hawick area had a narrow 
escape last weekend as torrential 
rain caused flooding in many 
parts, according to the provost.

Watson McAteer told us: “We 
escaped by the skin of our teeth 
at the weekend when the heavy 
rain resulted in rapidly-rising 
rivers and excessive surface 
water across our area.

“Newcastleton has been very 
badly impacted by flooding 
during the past two years and 
nerves were on edge as the river 
Liddle almost reached breaking 
point.”

Turning to Hawick, he 
understood a council employee 
was emptying bins and noticed 
flooding in Princes Street. 
“They alerted colleagues to the 
issue and resources were then 
deployed to clear the blocked 
gully.”

Fellow councillor Stuart 
Marshall said: “From 9.30am on 
Sunday the first of many calls 
came regarding blocked drains 
and localised flooding issues. 
By 10.30am three major drains 
along Princes Street had become 
completely blocked and such 
was the height of standing water 
that a couple of properties were 
becoming dangerously close to 
being flooded.”

Mr Marshall, who also chairs 
the town’s flood group, issued 
sandbags and floodsacks to 
both of these while council staff  
fought to clear the drains.

“By 11am calls were coming 
from both Denholm and 
Bonchester, reporting  similar 
issues, and throughout the day 
I kept in close contact with the 
local community council chairs 
in these areas. 

“I’m delighted that recent 
drainage works to address 
flooding issues within the 
Hobkirk area on this occasion 
held out.”

But the danger wasn’t over 
because by noon the Teviot was 
rising rapidly and he made a 
a round of calls to other flood 

group members who were 
already watching the river.

He continued: “By 12.30pm 
the gauging station at Teviothead 
showed river levels peaking, but 
such was the rainfall that only 60 
minutes later this data changed 
very quickly and again I held 
conversations with flood group 
members as I thought we should 
prepare to be in action later that 
day.

“By 4pm it became clear that 
once again our town escaped 
the worst of the storm, but it 
certainly was a very busy time.”

Floods kept at bay 
by sterling efforts

Princes Street was badly affected by flooding on Sunday.

PICTURE: AMY YOUNG

Well-known retired 
butcher Alan Scott says he is 
“devastated” at the actions of 
mindless thieves.

His wife Hazel passed away 
seven years ago and every 
anniversary of that sad day, 
February 13, Alan visits her 
grave in Wilton Cemetery, 
laying two bunches of flowers, 
one to mark Hazel’s passing 
and one for Valentine’s Day.

Returning on the 14th, he 
was devastated to see they 
were both gone.

Alan, of Mansfield 
Crescent, told the The Hawick 
Paper: “I never thought 
anyone could stoop so low as 
to pinch flowers from a 
grave at any time, never 
mind as a way of getting 
themselves flowers for 
Valentine’s Day.”

He went on: “A friend 
placed flowers on the grave 
at Christmas and they, too, 
vanished a few days later.”

Alan had been told by 
friends that people were 
often seen coming out of the 
cemetery carrying flowers.

He added: “What is the 
world coming to? It’s certainly 
a different one to what we [the 
older generation] were used 
to.”

Disgust at 
cemetery 
flower 
thieves
By JAKE COLTMAN
news@thehawickpaper.co.uk

Contact centre 
remains shut
Hopes that the town hall-based 
council contact centre would finally 
reopen its doors on Monday were 
dashed by “essential health and safety 
checks”.

While acknowledging the 
necessary safety considerations, 
Councillor Stuart Marshall was 
furious about the delay and claimed 
people were “fast becoming 
frustrated” with the current 0300 100 
1800 helpline not being as effective as 
it should be.

“So the sooner this vital community 
facility is fully operational the better,” 
he said.

Echoing those views, Councillor 
Watson McAteer also said safety was 
paramount, but it was still “extremely 
disappointing” that Monday’s date was 
missed. “We are all wondering when it 
will reopen,” he said.

The council’s resilient 
communities director, Jenni Craig, 
told us: “We have unfortunately had to 
postpone the opening due to a delay in 
some essential fire and other health 
and safety checks being carried out.

“These are being done as a matter 
of priority and we will confirm the new 
opening date as soon as we can.”  
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Reay’s long service award
Having worked at Deanfoot 
Farm for some 37 years 
now, Reay Paterson has 
been justly rewarded for his 
efforts with a prestigious 
Royal Highland and 
Agricultural Society long-
service award.

The amiable 76-year-
old modestly describes the 
honour as “very nice”.

Reay, who is clearly 
dedicated to his job, 
continued: “I’ve been 37 
years at Deanfoot and was 
also 24 years at the Newton 
Farm near Jedburgh.”

Born in Hawick, 
he attended Denholm 
primary and then Denholm 
secondary school.

The family moved to 
Jedburgh, where Reay’s 
interest in farming grew 
roots at the Newton Farm, 

where he completed his first 
harvest aged just 15.

In 2020, at Deanfoot 
Farm, near Denholm, he 
completed a remarkable 
60th harvest.

While many would relish 
a more relaxed life, Reay has 
no intention of giving up a job 
he loves.

“I slow down a bit over 
the winter,” he said, “but I 
intend to keep going for the 
foreseeable future.”

“I’m only working three 
days a week at the moment, 
but will probably end up 
doing a bit more as we get 
busier.

“I’ve worked with some 
really interesting and nice 
people and we all got on 
well.”

He concedes there have 
been “ups and downs” in a 
largely weather-dependent 
industry, but his positive 
attitude and upbeat manner 
continue to shine through.

At Deanfoot, where they 
grow oilseed rape, winter 
barley, wheat, and oats, head 
tractor man Reay has worked 
for two generations of the 
Manners family – Peter and 
now his son, James.

 “Reay is an inspiration 

to us all,” James told The 
Hawick Paper. “His work 
requires mental and physical 
strength.

“His determination to 
continue and remain strong 
is fantastic. 

“He is a great asset to 

us all at Deanfoot and can 
match any of us here for his 
capacity to achieve the best 
possible results.”

Reay received his long 
service award at a special 
ceremony at Springwood 
Park, Kelso.

By HILARY MACTAGGART
news@thehawickpaper.co.uk

Community
RENEWAL

FUND

COUNCIL

A man involved in a 
disturbance with his former 
partner has been ordered to 
carry out 60 hours of unpaid 
work at Jedburgh Sheriff 
Court.

Forty-year-old 
Christopher Hartdegen 
pleaded guilty to 
threatening or abusive 
behaviour in Kenilworth 
Avenue  on March 24 last 
year by shouting and 
swearing and adopting an 
aggressive attitude towards 
the woman.

Man was 
aggressive

Officials 
elected
The following office bearers 
were elected at Tuesday 
night’s Denholm Village Hall 
annual general meeting: 
chairwoman, Gill Rennie; 
vice-chairwoman, Lynn 
Ferguson; treasurer, Norma 
Marshall; secretary, Wendy 
Kirkpatrick.

Reay Paterson, second right, with Scott Wylie, livestock manager at Minto Kames; 
John Jardine, assistant farm manager; and James Manners, farm manager
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DEATHSDEATHS

DEATHSBIRTH

CRANSTON: Greg and Debbie 
would like to announce the safe 
arrival of Harriet Lucia on 19th 
February, 2022, at St John’s Hospital, 
Livingston. A first grandchild for 
Bruce and Nadia and Martin and 
Mary.

DEATHSFUNERAL DIRECTORS

CHURCH NOTICES

OUR FAMILY HELPING YOURS
24 HOUR SERVICE AT ALL TIMES

AN ESTABLISHED FAMILY BUSINESS SINCE 1877

TELEPHONE : 01450 370760
2325 GARFIELD STREET, HAWICK, SCOTTISH BORDERS, TD9 9HA
                      www.robsonsfunerAldirectors.co.uk

ROBSON’S
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
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Weensland Road, Hawick

01450 377284 (24hr)
Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Tel: 01450 378091
Serving Generations Since 1806

MEMORIAL DEPARTMENT 
Unit 5 Mansfield Gardens Ind Est

FLETCHER: Peacefully and together 
after short illnesses on Friday, 18th 
February, 2022, beloved husband 
and wife, Murray and Fay, much 
loved mum and dad to Jackie and 
Pamela, loving mother and father-
in-law to Eliott and Alan, proud and 
loving granny and papa to Elis, Jily, 
Jai, Maddi and great grand-parents 
to Hamish. The service for Murray is 
private, however, the service for Fay 
is to be held at Borders Crematorium, 
Melrose, on Thursday, 10th March, at 
1pm. Family flowers only. Colourful 
dress and no black ties. 

GIBSON: Peacefully at Borders 
General Hospital on Saturday, 19th 
February, 2022, Bill, loving husband 
to Mary, much loved dad to Audrey 
and Brian, proud and loving papa to 
Sam, Kayla, Emily and Sophia. Family 
flowers only. Private service. 

LAW: Peacefully at Borders 
General Hospital after a short illness 
on Sunday, 20th February, 2022, 
Anne (née Telford), beloved wife of 
the late Tom, much loved mum to 
Debbie and Mike, loving mother-in-
law to Jason and Jane, dear sister 
and best friend to many. Service to 
be held in Robson’s Dovetail Chapel 
on Thursday, 3rd March, at 12.45pm, 
then onwards to Wellogate 
Cemetery for 1.30pm. Family flowers 
only. 

ST MARY’S & OLD PARISH CHURCH 
LINKED WITH TEVIOT AND ROBERTON 

CHURCH
SC005574 and SC005191

Sunday, February 27
Rev. Alistair Cook
Revelation 4:1-11

A throne in heaven
9.45am – In person at St Mary’s and Old

11.15am – In person and streamed at Teviot 
Church

Booking not required, but test and protect 
still in operation. Face masks must be worn
Live streaming at 11.15am. Online service at 
www.smop-tero.org.uk, on our Facebook 
page @smoptero or teviot.online.church

WILTON AND TEVIOTHEAD PARISH 
CHURCHES

SC017381 and SC006917
Sunday, February 27

Rev. Lisa-Jane Rankin
No service at Teviothead

11am – Wilton

TRINITY PARISH CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

(in Hawick South Group)  :  SC013892
Sunday, February 27

11am – Morning worship, John Mackay

JAM TOMORROW
In a whimsical fairytale world, it 
might occasionally feel like Scottish 
Borders Council is run by Hans 
Christian Anderson, Walter Mitty or 
even Enid Blyton.

From time to time, imaginative 
plans emanate from St Boswells 
HQ which initially excite Hawick 
punters. Sadly, they periodically 
turn out to have all the conviction 
and substance of a whoopee 
cushion.

‘Jam tomorrow’ 
pronouncements undermine 
confidence in local government if 
followed by long periods of silence 
or seeming inaction. Everybody 
knows local authorities are having a 
diabolically tough time, struggling 
to maintain existing essential 
services, never mind enhancing 
them.

Nevertheless, people start to lose 
confidence if grandiose proposals 
are announced in a fanfare of 

publicity but are then followed by 
months, and sometimes years, of 
next to nowt.

Nobody was really surprised 
about further delays with the long-
awaited £2.6million business centre 
earmarked for the former Arthur 
Armstrong store site in Oliver 
Crescent. Almost five years have 
elpased since Scottish Government 
money was secured for the project 
but it’s been a catalogue of delays 
ever since.

Our community is saddled with 
an eyesore gap site and adjacent 
residents’ properties left with 
exposed gable ends and unsightly 
protective supports.

Delays have been so protracted 
one wonders just how viable the 
business complex will be. Covid 
lockdowns have accelerated new 
employment practices with many 
staff now on hybrid contracts 
requiring at least some home-based 
working.

Another promising venture long 
on the back burner is the suggested 
Dutch-inspired dementia care 
village. A potential location was 
identified in the Stirches area, near 
Guthrie Drive, but we’ve been more 
or less left on tenterhooks.

While the Hawick scheme sits 
quietly in the background, a similar 
dementia care centre is progressing 
a little more swiftly. And the location 
of this planned 60-bed facility? 
Lowood Estate at Tweedbank, an 
area the council seems determined 
to anoint as the Borders’ socio-
economic powerhouse.

The Hawick proposal, as 
previously publicised, was priced 
at around £8.5million with over 
50 homes. When will we hear 
confirmation of the go-ahead and is 
Stirches still the prime locus or are 
alternative sites contemplated?

In a wider context, this 
undercurrent of uncertainty raises 
pertinent questions over Hawick’s 
position in the regional pecking 
order when it comes to actually 
delivering promised enhancements.

Look at the desperately needed 
modernisation (or replacement) of 
the high school in Buccleuch Road. 
This major project has already 
plummeted down the priority 
time scale behind new education 
campuses for Kelso, Jedburgh, 
Peebles and Galashiels.

For a whole variety of depressing 
reasons, Hawick’s proud reputation 
as Queen of a’ the Borders has 
progressively faded and become 
tarnished. Our town and district 
has only six representatives 
in the council chamber. It’s 
no exaggeration that we need 
exceptionally candid, articulate and 
influential candidates from which to 
choose at the forthcoming election 
on May 5.

TAXING WEATHER
Extreme weather conditions have 
become all too common with an 
extraordinary succession of 
named storms, the most recent 
being Dudley, Eunice and 
Franklin.

The Borders mercifully escaped 
the worst of these tempests but 
Hawick citizens have every reason to 
be concerned about climate change. 
That seems a likely contributory 
cause for severe flooding which has 
plagued our town far too frequently.

Storm Arwen at the back 
end of last year created all the 
meteorological conditions to 
again bring us perilously close to 
seeing hundreds of local riverside 
properties inundated.

Arwen’s awful economic 
repercussions are already laid bare 
because as a direct consequence, 
Scottish Borders Council must foot 
a bill of around £250,000 for storm 
and flood-related damage.

If only it were possible to finally 
tame severe climatic conditions. 
As American writer Mark Twain 
declared: “Everybody talks about 
the weather but nobody does 
anything about it.”

TREASURED SONGS
I was recently treated to a screening 
of locally produced YouTube 
entertainment featuring the stirring 
sounds, songs, flavour and raw 
excitement of the Common-Riding.

Cards on the table. My family 
don’t fall into the category of 
ervent followers of the ancient 
festival. That said, the scenes shot 
in The Hut and at other hallowed 
locations made me appreciate, 
once again, why so many folk can’t 
wait for all the historic events to 
return.

Earning a Mosstroopers badge 
must be a tremendous thrill but the 
nearest I’ve got to ‘equestrian’ is a 
claes horse.

After two desperately 
challenging years, it’ll be special to 
hear the evocative Hawick songs 
reverberate, hopefully unrestricted, 
around the auld toon once again.

WORKPLACE WOES
I had a blether the other day with a 
bloke who recently joined our happy 
band of retirees. He declared huge 
relief at finally being released from 
the burdensome yoke of trying to 
please a seemingly very demanding 
foreman.

That made me reflect on the 
handful of bosses I’ve worked for 
over the years. With one or two 
exceptions, I generally got on okay 
with ‘high up yins’.

On the other hand, when it 
came to workplace colleagues, I 
had greater issues with those who 
perpetrated superior airs and graces 
(snobs) or those who betrayed 
confidences (clipes).

However, most scorn was 
reserved for two-faced types 
(crawlers) who routinely bad-
mouthed management but instantly 
morphed into sooky sycophants if a 
chief walked in.

One toady I had the misfortune 
to endure was so far up the boss’s 
backside, he was nicknamed the 
proctologist.

GRUMPY
    AULD
        MAN

DEATHSCHURCH NOTICES

GRAY: Alison and family would 
like to thank everyone who made 
Wull’s day special for them all.
Firstly, Robson’s for their care and 
sympathy, and a special mention 
for Alison Smith. To Jane Keir for a 
beautiful tribute to Wull, which was 
spot on. To all their family members 
who joined for the day, and Debbie 
and staff at HRFC for the great 
buffet. Thanks also for all the cards 
and flowers they have all received. 
The arrangement on the coffin was 
beautiful – thanks Gillian. Last but 
not least, they can never thank all the 
staff at Murray House East enough 
for the love and care they gave Wull 
in his final three years.

ROBERTSON: Ian and family 
would like to thank all family and 
friends for the kind words, cards 
and flowers. Also the Rev. Lisa-Jane 
Rankin for her comforting words at 
the service, and John Beattie’s for 
their care and attention. Thanks also 
go to Ward 6, BGH, district nurses 
over the past few months, SRS staff 
and carers over the years, and to the 
ladies who took Helen for coffee on 
a Friday.

THOMPSON: Caryl, Simon and 
Vicky thank everyone for their 
beautiful flowers, cards and tributes 
on the sad loss of Jerry, and their 
kindness to them. Thanks are also 
due to the wonderful SRS and SB 
carers, Teviot Medical Practice, to 
Robson’s for their help and the Rev. 
Margaret Steele for her comforting 
graveside service.       

DEATHSACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

SCOTT: Suddenly but peacefully on 
Wednesday, 16th February, 2022, 
Minnie (née Brunton), beloved wife 
of the late George, much loved mum 
to Frances, Norman, Doreen, Linda 
and the late George, loving mother-
in-law, granny and great-granny to 
all the family. Service to be held in 
Robson’s Dovetail Chapel on
Tuesday, 8th March, at 12.45pm, 
onwards to Wilton Cemetery at 
1.30pm. Flowers open.

DEATHSDEATHS

CAVERS AND KIRKTON CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND  :  SC004550

Sunday, February 27
9.30am – Morning worship, John Mackay

ST. CUTHBERT’S SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH  Slitrig Crescent  :  SC003140

Sunday, February 27
10.30am – Eucharist

Wednesday, March 2 (Ash Wednesday) 
10.45am – Midweek communion

The church is open on Mondays and 
Thursdays between 10am and 2pm for 
private prayer or just a quiet space to sit

HOBKIRK AND SOUTHDEAN LINKED 
WITH RUBERSLAW PARISH CHURCH

SC012830 and SC034629
Sunday, February 27 

11.15am – United service led by Ruberslaw 
Worship Group, Minto Church 

The service will be on YouTube at Hobkirk 
and Southdean with Ruberslaw Churches 

CONGREGATIONAL COMMUNITY 
CHURCH  :  SC004211
Sunday, February 27

10.30am – Morning service
Led by Rev. Marion Dodd. All welcome

HAWICK BAPTIST CHURCH
North Bridge Street  :  SC003568

Sunday, February 27
10.30am – Church anniversary service 

led by our pastor, Rev. Martin Smith, 
preaching from Exodus Ch 1 and 2.

Followed by a buffet lunch at The Well
Tuesday, March 1

2pm – Women in the Word, looking at the 
letter from James

Wednesday, March 2
4pm – Prayer meeting on Zoom

SALVATION ARMY
6 Croft Road  :  214779 / 009359

Sunday, February 27
10.30am – Sunday worship 

Every Friday
10am-11.30am – Coffee morning

HAWICK BURNFOOT CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND  :  SC004517

Sunday, February 27
10.30am – Mrs Fran Selkirk, Dryburgh 

District Churches



01835 863755 01835 863755 | annie@petestaxis.co.uk

Mondays to Fridays T020d Saturdays
20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20

Sch FHol

Kelso, Horsemarket *** 7.40 *** 9.10 *** 10.15 11.40 13.10 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 17.15 18.20 Kelso, Horsemarket *** *** *** 11.50 13.15 *** *** 17.20 19.20
Heiton *** 7.48 *** 9.18 *** 10.23 11.48 13.18 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 17.23 18.28 Heiton *** *** *** 11.58 13.23 *** *** 17.28 19.28
Eckford *** 7.53 *** 9.23 *** 10.28 11.53 13.23 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 17.28 18.33 Eckford *** *** *** 12.03 13.28 *** *** 17.33 19.33
Jedburgh Bus Station arrive *** 8.05 *** 9.35 *** 10.40 12.05 13.35 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 17.40 18.45 Jedburgh Bus Station arrive *** *** *** 12.15 13.40 *** *** 17.45 19.45
Jedburgh Bus Station depart ***  *** *** 9.35 *** 12.05 *** *** 13.45 *** *** 15.05 *** *** 17.05 *** *** Jedburgh Bus Station depart *** 9.35 *** 12.15 13.40 *** *** *** ***
Howdenburn Court *** *** *** *** 9.40 *** 12.10 *** *** 13.50 *** *** 15.10 *** *** 17.10 *** *** Howdenburn Court *** 9.40 *** 12.20 13.45 *** *** *** ***
Jedburgh, Bus Station arrive *** *** *** *** 9.48 *** 12.18 *** *** 13.58 *** *** 15.18 *** *** 17.15 *** *** Jedburgh, Bus Station arrive *** 9.48 *** 12.28 13.53 *** *** *** ***
Jedburgh Bus Station depart 6.15 8.10 *** *** 9.50 10.45 12.20 *** *** 14.00 *** *** 15.20 *** *** 17.15 *** *** Jedburgh Bus Station depart 8.00 9.50 11.10 12.30 13.55 15.15 16.45 *** ***
Cleikimin, A68 6.21 8.16 *** *** 9.56 10.51 12.26 *** *** 14.06 *** *** 15.26 *** *** 17.21 *** *** Cleikimin, A68 8.06 9.56 11.16 12.36 14.01 15.21 16.51 *** ***
Denholm, Green 6.31 8.26 *** *** 10.06 11.01 12.36 *** *** 14.16 *** *** 15.36 *** *** 17.31 *** *** Denholm, Green 8.16 10.06 11.26 12.46 14.11 15.31 17.01 *** ***
Hawick, Mart Street 6.41 8.37 *** *** 10.17 11.12 12.47 *** *** 14.27 *** *** 15.47 *** *** 17.42 *** *** Hawick, Mart Street 8.27 10.17 11.37 12.57 14.22 15.42 17.12 *** ***
Hawick, Oliver Place 6.43 *** *** *** 10.19 11.14 12.49 *** *** 14.29 *** *** *** *** *** 17.44 *** *** Hawick, Oliver Place 8.29 10.19 11.39 12.59 14.24 15.44 17.14 *** ***
Hawick Horse, Trinity Gardens *** 8.39 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 15.49 *** *** *** *** *** Hawick Horse, Trinity Gardens *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Hawick, Buccleuch Street *** 8.42 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** Hawick, Buccleuch Street *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

T020d Hawick, Sainsbury's *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 Hawick, Mart Street *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

F NFSCH
Hawick, Oliver Place 6.44 *** *** 9.00 *** 10.23 11.28 *** *** *** *** *** 14.33 *** *** 17.45 Hawick, Oliver Place *** 8.35 10.23 11.43 13.08 14.28 15.58 17.28 ***
Hawick Horse, Trinity Gardens *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 13.05 *** *** *** *** 15.52 *** Hawick Horse, Trinity Gardens *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Hawick, Buccleuch Street *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 13.08 *** *** *** *** 15.55 *** Hawick, Buccleuch Street *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Hawick, Mart Street 6.46 *** *** 9.07 *** 10.30 11.35 *** *** 13.15 *** *** 14.40 *** 16.02 17.50 Hawick, Sainsbury's *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Denholm, Green 6.55 *** *** 9.17 *** 10.40 11.45 *** *** 13.25 *** *** 14.50 *** 16.12 18.00 Hawick, Mart Street *** 8.42 10.30 11.50 13.15 14.35 16.05 17.35 ***
Cleikimin, A68 7.03 *** *** 9.25 *** 10.48 11.53 *** *** 13.33 *** *** 14.58 *** 16.20 18.08 Denholm, Green *** 8.52 10.40 12.00 13.25 14.45 16.15 17.45 ***
Jedburgh, Bus Station arrive 7.10 *** *** 9.32 *** 10.55 12.00 *** *** 13.40 *** *** 15.05 *** 16.27 18.15 Cleikimin, A68 *** 9.00 10.48 12.08 13.33 14.53 16.23 17.53 ***
Jedburgh, Bus Station depart *** *** *** *** *** 10.55 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 16.27 *** Jedburgh, Bus Station arrive *** 9.07 10.55 12.15 13.40 15.00 16.30 18.00 ***
Howdenburn Court *** *** *** *** *** 11.00 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 16.32 *** Jedburgh, Bus Station depart *** *** 10.55 *** *** 15.00 16.30 18.00 ***
Jedburgh, Bus Station 7.10 *** *** *** 9.40 11.10 *** 12.20 *** *** *** 14.35 *** *** 16.40 *** Howdenburn Court *** *** 11.00 *** *** 15.05 16.35 18.05 ***
Eckford, Cross Roads 7.20 *** *** *** 9.50 11.20 *** 12.30 *** *** *** 14.45 *** *** 16.50 *** Jedburgh, Bus Station 7.05 *** 11.10 12.20 *** 15.13 16.45 18.13 ***
Heiton 7.25 *** *** *** 9.55 11.25 *** 12.35 *** *** *** 14.50 *** *** 16.55 *** Eckford, Cross Roads 7.15 *** 11.20 12.30 *** *** 16.55 *** ***
Kelso, Woodmarket 7.35 *** *** *** 10.05 11.35 *** 12.45 *** *** *** 15.00 *** *** 17.05 *** Heiton 7.20 *** 11.25 12.35 *** *** 17.00 *** ***

every Friday Kelso, Woodmarket 7.30 *** 11.35 12.45 *** *** 17.10 *** ***

Sch - Kelso schooldays only NF Sch - Monday to Thursday schooldays
F - Fridays only F Hol - Fridays during school holidays only

Timetable Effective from 21st February 2022

Peter HoggPeter Hogg
Coach & 
Minibus

Hire

Hawick, Horse 08:35
Hawick, Commercial Road 08:38
Hawick, Mart Street  08:42
Denholm Green  08:52
Jedburgh Bus Station  09:07
Camptown 09:20

Byrness  09:35
Otterburn  09:50
Kirkwhelpington  10:05
Belsay  10:20
Ponteland  10:25
Newcastle, Airport  10:30

Newcastle, Haymarket  10:50
Newcastle, Central Station  11:00

Newcastle, Central Station  14:50
Newcastle, Haymarket  15:00
Newcastle, Airport  15:20

Ponteland 15:25
Belsay  15:30
Kirkwhelpington  15:45
Otterburn  16:00
Byrness  16:15
Camptown  16:30

Jedburgh Bus Station  16:40
Denholm Green  17:01
Hawick, Mart Street  17:11
Hawick, Horse  17:13
*The 131 service operates from Jedburgh 
Monday-Friday

A great way to get about!

Sch - Kelso schooldays only              NF Sch - Mondays to Thursdays schooldays              Fridays - Fridays only              F Hol - Fridays during school holidays only

n MONDAYS TO FRIDAYS                                             n SATURDAYS

n SATURDAYS

Mondays to Fridays T020d Saturdays
20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20

Sch FHol

Kelso, Horsemarket *** 7.40 *** 9.10 *** 10.15 11.40 13.10 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 17.15 18.20 Kelso, Horsemarket *** *** *** 11.50 13.15 *** *** 17.20 19.20
Heiton *** 7.48 *** 9.18 *** 10.23 11.48 13.18 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 17.23 18.28 Heiton *** *** *** 11.58 13.23 *** *** 17.28 19.28
Eckford *** 7.53 *** 9.23 *** 10.28 11.53 13.23 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 17.28 18.33 Eckford *** *** *** 12.03 13.28 *** *** 17.33 19.33
Jedburgh Bus Station arrive *** 8.05 *** 9.35 *** 10.40 12.05 13.35 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 17.40 18.45 Jedburgh Bus Station arrive *** *** *** 12.15 13.40 *** *** 17.45 19.45
Jedburgh Bus Station depart ***  *** *** 9.35 *** 12.05 *** *** 13.45 *** *** 15.05 *** *** 17.05 *** *** Jedburgh Bus Station depart *** 9.35 *** 12.15 13.40 *** *** *** ***
Howdenburn Court *** *** *** *** 9.40 *** 12.10 *** *** 13.50 *** *** 15.10 *** *** 17.10 *** *** Howdenburn Court *** 9.40 *** 12.20 13.45 *** *** *** ***
Jedburgh, Bus Station arrive *** *** *** *** 9.48 *** 12.18 *** *** 13.58 *** *** 15.18 *** *** 17.15 *** *** Jedburgh, Bus Station arrive *** 9.48 *** 12.28 13.53 *** *** *** ***
Jedburgh Bus Station depart 6.15 8.10 *** *** 9.50 10.45 12.20 *** *** 14.00 *** *** 15.20 *** *** 17.15 *** *** Jedburgh Bus Station depart 8.00 9.50 11.10 12.30 13.55 15.15 16.45 *** ***
Cleikimin, A68 6.21 8.16 *** *** 9.56 10.51 12.26 *** *** 14.06 *** *** 15.26 *** *** 17.21 *** *** Cleikimin, A68 8.06 9.56 11.16 12.36 14.01 15.21 16.51 *** ***
Denholm, Green 6.31 8.26 *** *** 10.06 11.01 12.36 *** *** 14.16 *** *** 15.36 *** *** 17.31 *** *** Denholm, Green 8.16 10.06 11.26 12.46 14.11 15.31 17.01 *** ***
Hawick, Mart Street 6.41 8.37 *** *** 10.17 11.12 12.47 *** *** 14.27 *** *** 15.47 *** *** 17.42 *** *** Hawick, Mart Street 8.27 10.17 11.37 12.57 14.22 15.42 17.12 *** ***
Hawick, Oliver Place 6.43 *** *** *** 10.19 11.14 12.49 *** *** 14.29 *** *** *** *** *** 17.44 *** *** Hawick, Oliver Place 8.29 10.19 11.39 12.59 14.24 15.44 17.14 *** ***
Hawick Horse, Trinity Gardens *** 8.39 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 15.49 *** *** *** *** *** Hawick Horse, Trinity Gardens *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Hawick, Buccleuch Street *** 8.42 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** Hawick, Buccleuch Street *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

T020d Hawick, Sainsbury's *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 Hawick, Mart Street *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

F NFSCH
Hawick, Oliver Place 6.44 *** *** 9.00 *** 10.23 11.28 *** *** *** *** *** 14.33 *** *** 17.45 Hawick, Oliver Place *** 8.35 10.23 11.43 13.08 14.28 15.58 17.28 ***
Hawick Horse, Trinity Gardens *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 13.05 *** *** *** *** 15.52 *** Hawick Horse, Trinity Gardens *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Hawick, Buccleuch Street *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 13.08 *** *** *** *** 15.55 *** Hawick, Buccleuch Street *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Hawick, Mart Street 6.46 *** *** 9.07 *** 10.30 11.35 *** *** 13.15 *** *** 14.40 *** 16.02 17.50 Hawick, Sainsbury's *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Denholm, Green 6.55 *** *** 9.17 *** 10.40 11.45 *** *** 13.25 *** *** 14.50 *** 16.12 18.00 Hawick, Mart Street *** 8.42 10.30 11.50 13.15 14.35 16.05 17.35 ***
Cleikimin, A68 7.03 *** *** 9.25 *** 10.48 11.53 *** *** 13.33 *** *** 14.58 *** 16.20 18.08 Denholm, Green *** 8.52 10.40 12.00 13.25 14.45 16.15 17.45 ***
Jedburgh, Bus Station arrive 7.10 *** *** 9.32 *** 10.55 12.00 *** *** 13.40 *** *** 15.05 *** 16.27 18.15 Cleikimin, A68 *** 9.00 10.48 12.08 13.33 14.53 16.23 17.53 ***
Jedburgh, Bus Station depart *** *** *** *** *** 10.55 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 16.27 *** Jedburgh, Bus Station arrive *** 9.07 10.55 12.15 13.40 15.00 16.30 18.00 ***
Howdenburn Court *** *** *** *** *** 11.00 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 16.32 *** Jedburgh, Bus Station depart *** *** 10.55 *** *** 15.00 16.30 18.00 ***
Jedburgh, Bus Station 7.10 *** *** *** 9.40 11.10 *** 12.20 *** *** *** 14.35 *** *** 16.40 *** Howdenburn Court *** *** 11.00 *** *** 15.05 16.35 18.05 ***
Eckford, Cross Roads 7.20 *** *** *** 9.50 11.20 *** 12.30 *** *** *** 14.45 *** *** 16.50 *** Jedburgh, Bus Station 7.05 *** 11.10 12.20 *** 15.13 16.45 18.13 ***
Heiton 7.25 *** *** *** 9.55 11.25 *** 12.35 *** *** *** 14.50 *** *** 16.55 *** Eckford, Cross Roads 7.15 *** 11.20 12.30 *** *** 16.55 *** ***
Kelso, Woodmarket 7.35 *** *** *** 10.05 11.35 *** 12.45 *** *** *** 15.00 *** *** 17.05 *** Heiton 7.20 *** 11.25 12.35 *** *** 17.00 *** ***

every Friday Kelso, Woodmarket 7.30 *** 11.35 12.45 *** *** 17.10 *** ***

Sch - Kelso schooldays only NF Sch - Monday to Thursday schooldays
F - Fridays only F Hol - Fridays during school holidays only

Timetable Effective from 21st February 2022

Mondays to Fridays T020d Saturdays
20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20

Sch FHol

Kelso, Horsemarket *** 7.40 *** 9.10 *** 10.15 11.40 13.10 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 17.15 18.20 Kelso, Horsemarket *** *** *** 11.50 13.15 *** *** 17.20 19.20
Heiton *** 7.48 *** 9.18 *** 10.23 11.48 13.18 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 17.23 18.28 Heiton *** *** *** 11.58 13.23 *** *** 17.28 19.28
Eckford *** 7.53 *** 9.23 *** 10.28 11.53 13.23 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 17.28 18.33 Eckford *** *** *** 12.03 13.28 *** *** 17.33 19.33
Jedburgh Bus Station arrive *** 8.05 *** 9.35 *** 10.40 12.05 13.35 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 17.40 18.45 Jedburgh Bus Station arrive *** *** *** 12.15 13.40 *** *** 17.45 19.45
Jedburgh Bus Station depart ***  *** *** 9.35 *** 12.05 *** *** 13.45 *** *** 15.05 *** *** 17.05 *** *** Jedburgh Bus Station depart *** 9.35 *** 12.15 13.40 *** *** *** ***
Howdenburn Court *** *** *** *** 9.40 *** 12.10 *** *** 13.50 *** *** 15.10 *** *** 17.10 *** *** Howdenburn Court *** 9.40 *** 12.20 13.45 *** *** *** ***
Jedburgh, Bus Station arrive *** *** *** *** 9.48 *** 12.18 *** *** 13.58 *** *** 15.18 *** *** 17.15 *** *** Jedburgh, Bus Station arrive *** 9.48 *** 12.28 13.53 *** *** *** ***
Jedburgh Bus Station depart 6.15 8.10 *** *** 9.50 10.45 12.20 *** *** 14.00 *** *** 15.20 *** *** 17.15 *** *** Jedburgh Bus Station depart 8.00 9.50 11.10 12.30 13.55 15.15 16.45 *** ***
Cleikimin, A68 6.21 8.16 *** *** 9.56 10.51 12.26 *** *** 14.06 *** *** 15.26 *** *** 17.21 *** *** Cleikimin, A68 8.06 9.56 11.16 12.36 14.01 15.21 16.51 *** ***
Denholm, Green 6.31 8.26 *** *** 10.06 11.01 12.36 *** *** 14.16 *** *** 15.36 *** *** 17.31 *** *** Denholm, Green 8.16 10.06 11.26 12.46 14.11 15.31 17.01 *** ***
Hawick, Mart Street 6.41 8.37 *** *** 10.17 11.12 12.47 *** *** 14.27 *** *** 15.47 *** *** 17.42 *** *** Hawick, Mart Street 8.27 10.17 11.37 12.57 14.22 15.42 17.12 *** ***
Hawick, Oliver Place 6.43 *** *** *** 10.19 11.14 12.49 *** *** 14.29 *** *** *** *** *** 17.44 *** *** Hawick, Oliver Place 8.29 10.19 11.39 12.59 14.24 15.44 17.14 *** ***
Hawick Horse, Trinity Gardens *** 8.39 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 15.49 *** *** *** *** *** Hawick Horse, Trinity Gardens *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Hawick, Buccleuch Street *** 8.42 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** Hawick, Buccleuch Street *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

T020d Hawick, Sainsbury's *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 Hawick, Mart Street *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

F NFSCH
Hawick, Oliver Place 6.44 *** *** 9.00 *** 10.23 11.28 *** *** *** *** *** 14.33 *** *** 17.45 Hawick, Oliver Place *** 8.35 10.23 11.43 13.08 14.28 15.58 17.28 ***
Hawick Horse, Trinity Gardens *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 13.05 *** *** *** *** 15.52 *** Hawick Horse, Trinity Gardens *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Hawick, Buccleuch Street *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 13.08 *** *** *** *** 15.55 *** Hawick, Buccleuch Street *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Hawick, Mart Street 6.46 *** *** 9.07 *** 10.30 11.35 *** *** 13.15 *** *** 14.40 *** 16.02 17.50 Hawick, Sainsbury's *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Denholm, Green 6.55 *** *** 9.17 *** 10.40 11.45 *** *** 13.25 *** *** 14.50 *** 16.12 18.00 Hawick, Mart Street *** 8.42 10.30 11.50 13.15 14.35 16.05 17.35 ***
Cleikimin, A68 7.03 *** *** 9.25 *** 10.48 11.53 *** *** 13.33 *** *** 14.58 *** 16.20 18.08 Denholm, Green *** 8.52 10.40 12.00 13.25 14.45 16.15 17.45 ***
Jedburgh, Bus Station arrive 7.10 *** *** 9.32 *** 10.55 12.00 *** *** 13.40 *** *** 15.05 *** 16.27 18.15 Cleikimin, A68 *** 9.00 10.48 12.08 13.33 14.53 16.23 17.53 ***
Jedburgh, Bus Station depart *** *** *** *** *** 10.55 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 16.27 *** Jedburgh, Bus Station arrive *** 9.07 10.55 12.15 13.40 15.00 16.30 18.00 ***
Howdenburn Court *** *** *** *** *** 11.00 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 16.32 *** Jedburgh, Bus Station depart *** *** 10.55 *** *** 15.00 16.30 18.00 ***
Jedburgh, Bus Station 7.10 *** *** *** 9.40 11.10 *** 12.20 *** *** *** 14.35 *** *** 16.40 *** Howdenburn Court *** *** 11.00 *** *** 15.05 16.35 18.05 ***
Eckford, Cross Roads 7.20 *** *** *** 9.50 11.20 *** 12.30 *** *** *** 14.45 *** *** 16.50 *** Jedburgh, Bus Station 7.05 *** 11.10 12.20 *** 15.13 16.45 18.13 ***
Heiton 7.25 *** *** *** 9.55 11.25 *** 12.35 *** *** *** 14.50 *** *** 16.55 *** Eckford, Cross Roads 7.15 *** 11.20 12.30 *** *** 16.55 *** ***
Kelso, Woodmarket 7.35 *** *** *** 10.05 11.35 *** 12.45 *** *** *** 15.00 *** *** 17.05 *** Heiton 7.20 *** 11.25 12.35 *** *** 17.00 *** ***

every Friday Kelso, Woodmarket 7.30 *** 11.35 12.45 *** *** 17.10 *** ***

Sch - Kelso schooldays only NF Sch - Monday to Thursday schooldays
F - Fridays only F Hol - Fridays during school holidays only

Timetable Effective from 21st February 2022

SERVICE 20

SERVICE 131
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The proud descendants of the named soldiers on the Slitrig War Memorial, from left, Billy Hamilton, Cecile Whitecross, Philip Murray, Gladys 
Murray, Alastair Redpath, Margaret and Raymond Brown, and Sandra Ewart and her son Rory

The Slitrig War Memorial 
was unveiled on February 
19, 1922, and 100 years to 
the day, the erection of the 
Doddington stone cross was 
marked with a ceremony at 
the site on Saturday.

Also known as the Stobs 
Memorial and standing on 
the Hawick to Newcastleton 
road at the junction to 
Stobs Camp, it was unveiled 
by the Earl of Dalkeith 
and designed by Hawick 
architect James P. Alison.

Welcoming the small 
gathering, restricted due 
to the close proximity to 
the road, Archaeological 
Society president Brian Tait 
acknowledged the work 
of Andrew Jepson, Stobs 
Camp Project officer for 
Archaeology Scotland.

It was Andrew who had 
realised the centenary was 
imminent and organised 
the ceremony at short 
notice. Mr Tait also thanked 
Derek Robertson for the 
historical details of the 
soldiers commemorated on 
the memorial taken from his 
book, Hawick & District and 
the Great War 1914-1918.

In attendance were 
Hawick Scout Pipe Band 
under the direction of 
pipe major Michael Bruce, 
and Royal British Legion 
Scotland Hawick branch 
standard bearers Brian 
McLeod (Queen’s Colour) 
and Suzie Moffat (Women’s 
Section Colour).

In an address by Rev. 
Alistair Cook on the theme 
of ‘Reflection’, he told the 
company: “Jesus says, 
‘Greater love has no one 
than this: to lay down one’s 
life for one’s friends.’

“These words could be 
applied to those who gave 
their lives in the service of 
their country. It is what  
we call the ultimate 
sacrifice.

“We salute each one of 
them... we give thanks for 
them all and what they did, 
giving up their lives for the 
sake of their country and for 
us. And we live in the light 
of what they did, treasuring 
our freedom.”

One of those who laid a 
wreath in 1922 was Thomas 
Hamilton, Earlside, on 
behalf of the inhabitants of 
the valley. A century on, his 
son, Billy, had the honour 
of laying the first floral 
tribute in remembrance on 
Saturday.

This was followed by 
descendants of four of 
the 12 heroes of the First 
World War named on the 
memorial paying their 
personal homage.

Ex-Cornet Philip Murray 

and sisters Gladys Murray 
and Cecile Whitecross for 
their great-uncle, 2nd Lt. 
Walter Barrie.

Sandra Ewart and son 
Rory, for his great-great-
uncle, 2nd Lt. Walter 
Haddon.

Alistair Redpath for his 
distant cousin, Pte. Thomas 
Redpath.

Raymond Brown and his 
wife Margaret for his uncle, 
Pte. Robert Wright.

This solemn occasion 
was followed by Andrew 
Jepson reading out all 13 
names (including one from 
the Second World War), 
with details taken from Mr 
Robertson’s book:

2nd Lt. Walter Barrie, 
Berryfell, KOSB, killed in 
action (kia) June 1917, aged 
37.

Pt. James Burnett, 

By JAKE COLTMAN
news@thehawickpaper.co.uk

Families of valley fallen pay 
homage at the Slitrig War 
Memorial 100 years on

The Scout band parade got Saturday’s ceremony under way
Archaeological Society 
president Brian Tait

The Reverend Alistair 
Cook
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Enthusiasts 
set to have 
the last word
Teries can look forward 
to a series of fascinating 
talks at next month’s 
Hawick Reivers 
Festival. 

Event organisers 
have secured a line-
up of great speakers 
including historians, 
genealogists and an 
author.

The packed 
programme of talks gets 
under way on Saturday, 
March 26, at 10.30pm, 
when St Mary’s church 
will host genealogist 
Fiona Turnbull’s 
‘Origin Stories and DNA 
Project”, based on the 
works of author, Dr 
Michael Robson.

Also of great interest 
will be Fiona’s update on 
the Turnbull Clan’s DNA 
project.

This will be 
followed by the annual 
Archaeological Society 
lecture, this year being 
given by author John 
Barton Watson on his 
book, There’s Blood in 
the War Saddle.

At noon in the 
Cornucopia Room in 
Towerdykeside, the 
Guild of One Name 
Studies, a group of 
renowned surname 
experts, will open the 
sessions with ‘What’s In 
A Name?’

“We are looking 
forward to meeting 
anyone with an 
interest in finding 
out more about their 
surname,” said a Guild 
spokesperson.

Light refreshments 
will be provided.

At 1pm, geneaologist 
Wendy Tait will be 
joined by fellow expert 
Lorna Kinnaird from 
the BBC Scotland 
family history show, 
The Generation Frame, 
to give a talk entitled 
“Descended From A 
Reiver?”

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wendy and Lorna 
will show how it is 
possible to trace one’s 
ancestry back to reiving 
times.

A festival 
spokesperson added: 
“We’ve timed the 
Saturday talks so it will 
be possible to go to all 
four.”

On Sunday, March 
27, the talks move to the 
Evergreen Hall, where 
local history enthusiast 
Alastair Cunningham 
will give a revealing 
insight into ‘The 
Humes: Traditional 
Wardens of the East 
March’ at 11am.

He will be followed 
at 12.15pm by Simon 
Forder, the historian 
involved with the 
proposed multi-million-
pound restoration 
of Cavers Castle, 
presenting ‘Anguish 
in the Borders; earls, 
wardens and sheriffs’.

The curtain will 
come down on the talks 
series at 1.30pm when 
Roger Curtis and Jane 
Bower, both of the 12 
Towers of Rule project, 
will explore ‘The 
Towers of Rule, Part 
2 – Archaeology and 
Research in the Borders 
Valley’.

With the exception 
of the Guild of One 
Name Studies event, 
which is free, tickets for 
the talks are £2, payable 
on the door.

Barnes, Black Watch, kia 
June 1916, aged 24.

Pt. Andrew Currie, 
Greenbraeheads, Canadian 
Expeditionary Force, kia 
November 1917, aged 24.

Gnr. James Dickson, 
Winningtonrig, Royal Field 
Artillery, died March 1917, 
aged 19.

Pt. Henry Elliott, Flex, 
KOSB, died of wounds, 
February 1917, aged 36.

2nd Lt. Walter Haddon, 
Colislin, KOSB, kia 
September 1915, aged 27.

Lt. Alwyn MacFarlane-
Grieve, Penchrise Peel, 
Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders, kia March 
1917, aged 28.

Pt. Thomas Oliver, 
Winningtonrig, Scots 
Guards, kia October 1915, 
aged 19.

Pt. Thomas Redpath, 

Newmill, KOSB, kia August 
1917, aged 31.

Pt. James Telfer, 
Earlside, KOSB, kia July 
1915, aged 22.

Pt. Robert Wright, Fleety, 
Cameron Highlanders, kia 
January 1916, aged 20.

Pt. David Wylie, Flex, 
Black Watch, kia July 1918, 
aged 19.

Sgt. James Corry, 
Adderstonshiels, 7th 
Airborne KOSB, September 
1944, aged 24.

Remembering the fallen, 
the Lament, Flowers of the 
Forest, was played by piper 
Robert Scott, and the Last 
Post by bugler Stephen 
Hewson.

Reveille concluded 
a two-minute silence 
honouring the heroes of the 
area, and was followed by 
Archaeological Society vice-

president Evelyn Jackson 
reading Will You Forget, a 
poem by David Mackie, from 
Songs of an Ayrshire Yeoman.

Speaking to The Hawick 
Paper, Mr Jepson said:  “I’m 
incredibly proud that we 
managed to arrange such 
a fitting ceremony on the 
100th anniversary of the 
unveiling of the memorial.

“A lot of work has gone 
on behind the scenes since 
Christmas and I’m deeply 
grateful for all the support, 
especially from Brian Tait 
and Evelyn Jackson.

“I also have to thank the 
Scout band, the Hawick 
branch of the Royal British 
Legion, Reverend Alistair 
Cook, piper Robert Scott 
and bugler Stephen 
Hewson, for giving their 
time freely on the day.”

He went on: “It was 

also a privilege to invite 
Billy Hamilton to repeat 
his father’s tribute from 
1922 and to welcome the 
descendants of some of 
the soldiers named on the 
memorial.

“I hope our small 
ceremony reflected the fond 
and loving memory we have 
today of the young men who 
went forth from this valley 
and never returned. We 
should never forget their 
sacrifice. 

“The memorial rightly 
commemorates their valour 
and has itself reached a 
significant milestone. I 
hope that we have carried 
it forward for the next 
hundred years.”
n Hawick & District and 

the Great War 1914-1918 is 
still available (£25) from 
Dorward’s and ILF Imaging.

Billy Hamilton followed in the footsteps of his father 
Thomas by laying a wreath PICTURES: IAN BELL 

The war memorial bedecked in tributes

Archaeological Society vice-president Evelyn Jackson

Piper Robert Scott

Bugler Stephen Hewson The Legion’s Brian McLeod

Andrew Jepson

Lorna Kinnaird
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Professional Wedding
Photography by

Relive your special day 
in timeless images to 

cherish forever

PHOTOGRAPHY

DOROTA'S WONDER CAKES
 QUALITY UNIQUE BESPOKE 

Award winning luxury wedding cakes and sweet tables.

FB/IG @DOROTASWONDERCAKES
DOROTASWONDERCAKES@GMAIL.COM

07928969787

Mansfield Park, Mansfield Road, Hawick
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for the perfect day

Mansfield Park, Mansfield Road, Hawick
Call: 01450 390390

  w: thegreenrooms-events.co.uk

the green rooms
for your event

the perfect venue
for the perfect day

Mansfield Park, Mansfield Road, Hawick
Call: 01450 390390

  w: thegreenrooms-events.co.uk

CONTACT LORNA WATSON
OPEN BY APPOINTMENT AT 17 HIGH STREET
WWW.SITTINGPRETTYEVENTDECOR.CO.UK
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Providing quality products for hire complemented by a reliable local set up service 
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Local experts will help you 
plan your perfect wedding
The secret of a run-smooth wedding day 
is careful planning, and that’s where the 
experts here can make that a reality.

After a tough couple of years of 
pandemic restrictions and signs of 
normality returning, the time is right to 
set a date for that special day. Couples 
can now have the confidence to plan 
with renewed hope and excitement.

Together with loved ones, the newly-
weds can celebrate all the things denied 
them in the past two years and kick-off 
the future with joyful enthusiasm.

A smartly-turned out bridegroom, 
best man and ushers, as well as guests, is 
essential, and a popular trend is to be in a 
kilt with all the accessories.

David Thomson, on Jedburgh High 
Street, which has been around since 
1883, is a specialist in making sure 
every discerning client is turned out to 
perfection. And the same is the guarantee 
at Tartan Plus Tweeds – you’ll find them 
in Bank Street, Galashiels – with a range 
of tartans to satisfy every customer.

Every married-to-be couple wants to 
have distinctive and personal invitations 
going out to family and friends some six 
weeks prior to the big day. And Glass 
Bulldog, based in the Borders, are just 
the people to consult for stationery that 
is exceptional and attractive.

All brides want – and deserve – her 
day to be special, and the decor of the 

venue is something that’s paramount 
in her mind. Sitting Pretty has been 
making sure weddings have the very best 
surroundings to suit every venue for the 
past decade, so they must be good.

A word with Lorna Watson, a Scottish 
Wedding Awards finalist in 2018, by 
phone or face-to-face appointment at 17 
High Street in Hawick, and all your wants 
will be realised.

In the same vein is Weddings by 
Noon, there to supply from a marquee to 
chairs, and a disco as well.

Award-winning Dorota’s Wonder 
Cakes are on hand to supply culinary 
delights to wow the guests. For 
something different from the traditional 

style, and unique, see what they can 
come up with.

To capture that never-to-be-
forgotten day, get focused with 
Charlotte Macgregor Photography. 
She will have the pair of you snapped 
in the very best image compositions, 
engineered by a professional.

An evening function is the climax to 
all that has gone on earlier in the day. It’s 
a time to chill out, enjoy and savour the 
moment, and Fahrenheit will ensure it 
goes out with a bang. The hallowed turf 
at Mansfield Park has been the site of 
many memorable occasions over the 
years – and its clubrooms could be the 
venue for your memorable occasion too.

For feature advertising info, call Catriona on 07484 517239

I would like, through the paper, 
to thank the community and 
the various officials who were 
involved in the Hawick Out 
and About Group which was 
instrumental in getting the 
benches installed in Burnfoot 
and Stirches.

In 20017, I was invited 
by Ann Knight, the late 
chairwoman of Burnfoot 
Community, to attend 
meetings which were chaired 
by Anne Docherty of the Living 
Streets charity which aims 
get people of all ages to enjoy 
walking.

We discussed many issues 
that affected our communities 
such as the poor condition of 
pavements, obstacles blocking 
pavements and even access to 
toilets.

We also travelled on the bus 
to find out how accessible the 
service was through Burnfoot.

The discussions were wide 
and varied and workshops 
set up. And as a result, it was 
decided that benches placed 
at various points would help 
to encourage older people stay 
healthy and connected.

To this end, Hawick 
Community Councillor 
Wilson George and Burnfoot 
Community Council chairman 
Billy Fletcher knocked on 
doors to talk to residents about 
the project and to make sure 
that the benches would not 
cause upset wherever they 
were placed.

The Burnfoot benches 
have been a real success and 
it was because of this that I 
was contacted by community 
link worker Bernadette 
Ferguson, of the Local Area 
Co-ordination Service. As part 
of her role, she was taking an 
elderly lady out for a walk in 
the Stirches area and found 
that there was nowhere to rest 
and therefore they had to just 
walk home.

At this point it was decided 
to expand the project and 
we were joined by Yvonne 
Gilfillan, community liaison 
officer with flood scheme 
contractors McLaughlin & 
Harvey, and Chloe Dobson 
from Living Streets. Many 
other people have also been 
involved in this project.

This reinforces my view 
that by working together the 
whole community can benefit.
COUNCILLOR CLAIR RAMAGE

Letter to 
the editor
Write to: Jason Marshall, editor, 

The Hawick Paper, Cragview, 
Eastgate, 

Denholm TD9 8NQ
Email: jason@thehawickpaper.

co.uk

Thanks for 
benches 
support



Reflections on
2021and a focus 
on the future at 
Barrie Knitwear

SPECIAL FEATURE

We are reflecting back on the 
challenges 2021 presented for 
us, while also looking forward to 
2022 which is already shaping 
up to be a year of significant 
growth.

Here at Barrie, we are very 
aware that our people are our 
most important asset and we 
recognise their contribution 
to our continuing success and 
growth.

In 2021-22, we had 
some significant employee 
milestones and we would like 
to take this opportunity to 
recognise and celebrate these.

Firstly, over the past year, 
we have had five retirals, and 
would like to thank all of them 
for their commitment and 
support for Barrie. 

They were presented with 
a gift to thank them for their 
dedication over the years and 
enjoyed mini-celebrations with 
their close colleagues.

Those who retired were: 
Alistair Scott, David Cannon, 
Robert Black, Doreen Purves 
and Janet Turnbull. 

Collectively, these five 
employees contributed a total 
of 116 years of service to the 
business and every one of them 
has left a great legacy, passing 
on their skills and knowledge to 
the next generation.

We have an incredible 
team at Barrie who have 
continued to support the 
business during an extremely 
challenging period, helping us 
to build an even stronger future.

Over the past year we 
have recruited 50 people to 
join the team in a number 
of roles, including trainee 
opportunities within operations, 
sub-contracting supply chain, 
quality, product development 
and Shima programming.

As always, we continue to 
support personal development 
and progression internally to 
allow existing employees to 
further their career with Barrie.

We are currently advertising 
seven roles and we have even 
more opportunities to come in 
2022. This is a great time to be 
joining the team on our journey!

We are also very proud to 
say that we have a fantastic 
team who work closely with our 
new recruits to welcome them 
into the business and support 
them to achieve their goals 
and be the future of Barrie.

When the Centre of 
Excellence in Textiles closed 
in October 2021 our trainees 
were in the early stages of their 
development programme.

We were very relieved 

that we were able to engage 
with Scottish Borders Council 
and secure a temporary lease 
for the high school-based 
centre in order to continue 
our operational training 
programme.

Today, we have 14 trainees 
in our academy who are 
supported by in-house trainers 
and mentors. We are focused 
on investing for the future and 
keeping the skills and know-
how alive for generations to 
come.

One of our operator 
trainees said: “I left school 
without any skills, but I’ve now 
been given the opportunity to 
learn body-linking at Barrie. It’s 
a great place to work and this is 
a job I can do for life.”

Working together with 
Borders College, ten Barrie 
employees completed their 
SVQ in manufacturing textiles 
during 2020-21.

One of our fully-trained 
operators said: “I started as a 
trainee body-linker and have 
progressed onto full production 

while completing my SVQ. I 
even spent several months 
training others in the training 
school. There are always 
opportunities here if you want 
to develop.”

We are continuing our 
investment programme and, 
by August 2022, we will have 
installed a further 11 new Shima 
machines to increase our 
knitting capacity.

Over recent years, we have 
benefited from invaluable 
support from the UK Shima Seiki 
team, who are now based in 
offices at Galalaw.

As well as delivering ad-hoc 
training for our experienced 
team, they delivered the initial 
16-week programme for all 
our trainee programmers, 
providing them with a solid 
foundation from which to 
launch their programming 
career.

Liam Docherty, one of our 
trainee Shima programmers, 
added: “I was employed 
from the textile centre after 
completing a 16-week course 
as a body-linker and was able 
to further develop my skills as 
a linker.

“I’ve now been given the 
chance to become a Shima 
programmer which is 
a fantastic career opportunity 
for me.” 

We hope you have all 
enjoyed reading about part 
of the journey of the Barrie 
family.

– The management team

Trainee Shima programmers, from left, Emalie Christensen, Steven 
Noble, Catriona Watson and Liam Docherty

Trainees at the factory, back row from left: Amy Taylor, Rebecca Jeffrey, Cara Georgia Frame and 
Charmaine Omond. Front: Flora McLeod, Hayley Took and Rhianna Jeffrey

Retiree Janet Turnbull, centre, with Jo Tolland, Barrie head of human resources; Linda McMichan, 
area leader; Jan Young, managing director; Julie Aitken, Debbie Spalding and Viv Beattie

Some of those who completed their SVQ in manufacturing textiles 
during 2020-21, from second top: Liam Docherty, Linsey Brown, 
Lucy Tran, Rebecca Murphy and Brogan Yardley. Also pictured is 
Pippa Wallace, production manager 

Trainees at the training centre, back row from left: Kaitlin 
Skeffington, Sophie Riddell and Sarah Bryson. Front: Alyssa 
Caswell and Naomi Towse. Missing from photo: Jamie Lowrie

Retiree Doreen Purves Retiree Rob Black
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barrie
We are a historic manufacturer of premium cashmere, 
renowned for our outstanding traditional expertise and 
being a key supplier of couture cashmere garments to 

prestigious fashion houses, including 
Chanel, for many years.

This is an exciting time for Barrie as we continue to expand 
and transform with significant investment and development 
in our own house brand.  We have new opportunities due to 

internal organisation changes 
for:

Experienced Examiner

Experienced Cutter

Experienced Collar and Body Linkers

Ancillary Machinist
(Plain stitch and button)

Production Administrator

Trainees – Linking and Cutter

Payroll Administrator
(Temporary/Part time)

If you would like to learn more about barrie and the open 
positions or apply, please email recruitment@barrie.co.uk or 

collect an application from Reception at 
Barrie Knitwear Limited. 

barrie
We are a historic manufacturer of premium cashmere, 
renowned for our outstanding traditional expertise and 
being a key supplier of couture cashmere garments to 

prestigious fashion houses, including 
Chanel, for many years.

This is an exciting time for Barrie as we continue to expand 
and transform with significant investment and development 
in our own house brand.  We have new opportunities due to 

internal organisation changes 
for:

Experienced Examiner

Experienced Cutter

Experienced Collar and Body Linkers

Ancillary Machinist
(Plain stitch and button)

Production Administrator

Trainees – Linking and Cutter

Payroll Administrator
(Temporary/Part time)

If you would like to learn more about barrie and the open 
positions or apply, please email recruitment@barrie.co.uk or 

collect an application from Reception at 
Barrie Knitwear Limited. 
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a loquacious barber, a 
politician and a confirmed 
blackneb. Blacknebs were 
objects of suspicion to the 
powers that be, each one 
viewed as a potential spark 
for revolution in Britain. 
They poured over a variety 
of topics until the French 
Revolution came up. Wat, 
neither a loyalist nor a 
Reformist, had little 
interest in local or national 
politics, but could bluster 
with the best of them and 
sought to spin a yarn to 
remember.

The barber spoke 
warmly in favour of 
revolution, declaring 
that the people of this 
country should imitate 
the glorious example set 
by France, by rising and 
overturning government 
and establishing a reign 
of universal liberty. He 
asked Wat what the people 
of Hawick thought of it all, 
which is where everything 
unravelled:

“Doing at Hawick; od, 
man, hae ye no heard o’ the 
glorious doings there?” 
confidently declared Wat.

“They hae risen and 
declared for freedom wi’ 
ae voice, auld and young, 
rich and poor had a general 
holiday, a’ work suspended, 
country people flocking 
into the toon in hundreds, 
every ane dressed in their 
best; and to compete aw, 
they hae planted a tree o’ 
liberty on the Common 
Haugh, the lasses o’ the 
Incle House Factory dancing 
roond it, and singing a 
grand sang written for the 
occasion by James Ruickbie 
the poet.

“In fact, there was never 
sic’ a day sin Hawick was 
Hawick; the revolution was 
effected in splendid style, 
and the people o’ the toon 
hae set a glorious example to 
the rest of the country.”

The astonished crowd 
listened on and lapped 
up every word. Had the 
Hawick blacknebs truly 
risen to overthrow the 
government? There was 
little communication 
between the towns in those 
days, very few newspapers 
and no trains. So if not for 
another man in attendance, 
Wat’s story would have 
stayed between those four 

C
ountering the 
blacknebs were 
fierce loyalists 
such as Robert 

Tinlin or ‘Rob the Naig’ 
(1737-1815), an outspoken 
and independent individual 
who was burgh officer in his 
day – ie one half of the town’s 
police force.

He was also beadle at 
Hawick Kirk, and in that 
capacity would sit directly 
in front of the pulpit; he 
would shake his head when 
he thought that a visiting 
preacher had gone on too 
long, and if the sermon 
continued he would 
eventually proclaim “hae 
dune”.

He used to openly give 
his views on matters such 
as the election of bailies, 
and always ended his 
proclamations with “Hawick 
for ever and independent” – 
a custom handed down from 
earlier halberdiers. He was 
said to be extremely loyal to 
the crown and government, 
perhaps on account of being 
the same age as the king; 
he would refer to anyone 
who did not support the 
government of the day as a 
blackneb. It is probable that 
he was one of the two men 
paid to watch the Auld Brig 
during the Great Spate of 
1767 (see The Hawick Paper, 
February 4 and 11, 2022).

Another proclaimed 
loyalist was the Reverend 
Dr John Young (1743-1806), 
first minister of the Hawick 
Anti-Burgher Kirk. Born 
at Milnathort, when he 
was aged five it is said that 
a soldier who stopped off 
in his village, mortally 
wounded, read the Bible to 
him.

He took a course at the 
University of St Andrews 
when he was just ten; and 
was 21 when he became a 
probationer, later teaching 
at a school in Perthshire.

In 1767, he was appointed 
minister of the new 
secessionist Anti-Burgher 
congregation at the Green 
Kirk n Myreslawgreen – 
arriving in Hawick the day 
after the devastating flood.

He wrote what was 
possibly the first book 
published in the town, The 
True State of the Unhappy 
Controversy about the 
Burgis-Oath, in 1783.

it; he would keep watch 
inside his door and yanked 
the string to the “great 
disappointment and grave 
bewilderment of the simple 
rustic” when they idled by.

He would go to great 
lengths to prank the public, 
even setting a horseshoe 
in a freestone slab and 
having it cut into the road 
outside his shop, as if lost 
by a passing horse, and 
would take great pleasure 
in watching country 

carters and passers-by try 
to strenuously remove the 
shoe – even approaching 
them to ask what was the 
matter.

One time he invited 
guests to a hearty meal, 
and told them afterwards 
(jokingly, we hope) that the 
main course consisted of 
his dear old dug Charlie! 
The room soon emptied and 
dry heaves could be heard 
outside.

In the days of badger-
baiting, Wat announced he 

He also wrote a history 
of the commencement, 
progress and termination 
of the late war between 
Great Britain and France, 
published in two volumes, 
in Edinburgh, in 1802. This 
book apparently came to 
the notice of the Prime 
Minister, William Pitt, who 
sent a complimentary letter 
and arranged a pension, 
which he declined, but it 
later went to his widow and 
two of his daughters.

Young’s Essays on 
Government was well 
read in its day, and was a 
justification of the British 
government’s opposition 
to revolutionary France, 
written as a deliberate 
attempt to counter the 
perception that the 
Secession churches were 
full of Radicals. Its contents 
led to a complaint to the 
synod, although the matter 
was eventually dropped.

About 1799, he 
contributed to the local 
subscription to support the 
war against France, and in 
politics he had no patience 
for blacknebs.

It is said that about half of 
the seats in the Green Kirk 
were paid for by members 
of the established church, 
due to his popularity, and 
he was called on by other 
congregations for public 
visits as well as funerals.

He was said to be the 
most tolerant local minister 
in regard to people of other 
denominations, but was 
unpopular in some circles.

Sir Walter Scott was 
working on editing the 
reverend’s memoirs when 
he had a stroke in 1830, and 
the work was never finished.

Another prominent 
loyalist was the Reverend 
William Berry Shaw (1775-
1856), son of the minister at 
Abbotshall.

Wullie studied at St 
Andrews University and was 
licensed to preach in 1799, 
and his brother Robbie was 
minister at Teviothead and 
then Ewes Kirk. He acted as 
assistant at Cavers in 1801 
and then Roberton before 
being appointed minister at 
Langholm, in 1812, where he 
remained until his death.

Wullie was an anti-
Reformist and in 1817 called 
those from Langholm who 

wrote a Reformist petition 
“idle, profligate miscreants”.

Getting to the central 
point of this week’s spiel, 
some of you may have heard 
of the False Alarm of 1803 
(see The Hawick Paper, 
May 19, 2017), but how 
many people know about 
the imagined revolution of 
1796?

Our story starts 
with a practical joker 
and mischief-maker 
extraordinaire, yin o’ 

Hawick’s great proponents 
o’ pawkie humour: Mr 
Walter or Wat Inglis.

Wat’s father was Hawick’s 
postmaster. One of his 
brothers was a writer and 
town clerk to the burgh. 
They were well thought of 
as a family. Wat himself was 
a candlemaker to trade and 
had a wee shop at the Tower 
Knowe.

On market days, he 
drilled a hole in a penny 
or a bad half-crown and 
attached a thread through 

had procured a badger from 
the Bewcastle track and that 
on a certain day and hour he 
would present it to dogs at 
the Brewery Haugh (the site 
of Lyle & Scott’s factory in 
Liddesdale Road).

When the day arrived, 
he coaxed a journeyman 
English candeler in his 
employ to do his bidding, 
while he watched on from a 
safe distance. The sack was 
let go, and out poured sheep 
entrails and puddings, 
much to the rage and wrath 
of the bloodthirsty crowd!

The pair soon took off 
down Slitrig Crescent to 
safety and had to lay low 
for a while until the anger 
subsided.

On another occasion, 
he stole the shoes of a 
friend with very large feet, 
trampled all over the prize 
garden of someone he held 
a grudge against, and his 
poor pal woke up to find 
the footwear at the end of 
his bed, covered in mud, 
without explanation.

Wat also smuggled 
contraband spirits over the 
border to avoid excise duty. 
Once, he procured a fine keg 
of gin and knew the excise 
officers were on to him, 
and so hid it with a friend 
and laid a decoy under the 
Auld Brig. The decoy barrel 
was promptly seized by 
the authorities and carried 
to the Town House for 
inspection.

The officers, however, 
found the contraband 
was just water! Wat was 
the one who’d leaked the 
information through his 
networks, but in the end his 
friend had the last laugh; he 
kept the gin knowing fine 
well Wat couldn’t complain!

Anyways, you get the 
point. Very few folk took Mr 
Inglis seriously. However, 
in 1796, one of his pranks 
greatly backfired when his 
pawkie patter destroyed 
a newspaper in Kelso and 
started another.

Wat was doing his rounds 
one evening and stayed at 
an inn in Kelso, attracting 
a crowd to hear his stories. 
One reason he was in town 
was to pass on letters from 
his Hawick friends, as the 
postal system was not overly 
reliable.

Among the crowd was 

Wat Inglis and the revolution that never was
BLACKNEBS

By Alastair Redpath

(PAIRT
TWAE)

Reverend Dr Samuel Charters of Wilton, by Agnes 
Douglas HAWICK MUSEUM
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walls and nothing more 
thought of it.

However, Robert 
Armstrong, a fellow 
Teri who worked for 
William Palmer in the 
Kelso office of the British 
Chronicle newspaper, 
was sympathetic to the 
blacknebs, as was Palmer.

His brother, Adam 
Armstrong, was also in the 
Russian service. Palmer had 
established the Chronicle 
in 1783 as one of Scotland’s 
earliest provincial 
newspapers and had been 
printing books since 1782.

Armstrong soon 
slipped away and penned 
the story down as best he 
remembered it, written in 
a disguised handwriting, 
and addressed the letter to 
the editor of the Chronicle. 
Under the pretence of 
visiting Wat at the inn the 
next day, he slipped the 
letter in his coat pocket for 
delivery.

Having already heard an 
account from the barber, 
and now receiving this 
letter, Palmer published 
the account in his 
newspaper which “caused 
no little commotion and 
consternation among the 
authorities”. To print a 
report of revolutionary 
activity bordered on 
sedition…

The lord-lieutenant of 
the county was summoned 
to dispatch a messenger 
on horseback to Hawick, 
and there was significant 

concern that the revolution 
might spread from town to 
town if not unchecked.

The residents of Hawick, 
though, were found to be “at 
their usual avocations, and 
not so much as dreaming, 
far less thinking, about 
revolution”.

An investigation was 
then launched into the false 
revolution. Armstrong 
destroyed his letter before 
a search could be made, 
but Palmer was taken into 
custody and examined. 
As the letter had been 
destroyed, he could not 
produce evidence to back up 
his story.

The barber witness and 
the man who delivered the 
letter on Wat’s behalf were 
also questioned, and the 
finger was soon pointed 
Wat’s way; he admitted 
to the authorities that it 
was a joke. Wat was held 
for several more days 
until the Reverend Dr 
Samuel Charters of Wilton 
intervened and assured the 
authorities that Mr Inglis 
was not only politically 
harmless, but that the 
constitution of the country 
would stand unimpaired for 
centuries to come!

Palmer was held a while 
longer before being released 
under the promise of “better 
conducting his paper in 
future”. The Chronicle was 
thereafter tainted with 
revolutionary ties.

A group of gentlemen 
banded together to create 

a newspaper more in 
keeping with their loyalist 
sympathies, and so the 
Kelso Mail was founded on 
April 13, 1797, under James 
Bannantyne – who was later 
a prominent publisher of 
Sir Walter Scott’s works. 
Palmer eventually gave in 
to the competition, sold 
his stock and emigrated 
to America, where he 
established a successful 
publishing firm.

Bailie Armstrong bought 
Palmer’s old printing press 
and set up in Hawick as a 
printer and bookseller, 
also taking over from Wat’s 
father as postmaster.

 Among the works 
he printed was Wilson’s 
History of Hawick and Dr 
Charters’ sermons, as well 
as 42 other titles, although 
it was said that he refused 
to publish James Hogg’s 
Teribus because of the verse 
that attacked the bailies.

When Gilbert Burns 
(brother of national bard 
Robert) wrote to Hawick, 
declining an invitation, it 
was to him the letter was 
addressed.

As for troublesome Wat, 
he was forever immortalised 
in verse by Bet Young:

For mischief and for 
planning plots,
Y’ve aye taen muckle pride,
Ye keep ye’re neibours aw 
in fear,
Ye’re fauts they winna 
hide.
Y’ve aye made fun o’ other 
folk,

At that ye never fail;
Ye play ye’ve pranks on 
young and auld,
Ye made the Kelso Mail.
The years 1798 and 1799 

saw a rise in sympathy 
for the blackneb cause in 
Hawick when crops failed 
and the parishes of Hawick 
and Wilton had to supply 
townsfolk with meals to get 
by. In the rolls of militiamen 
‘for the general defence’, 
dated August 27, 1803, and 
taken from the parishes of 
Hawick, Cavers, Kirkton, 
Castleton, Ashkirk and 
Wilton, ten men were listed 
as “not willing to serve” and 
branded blacknebs.

These early socialists 
helped pave the way for the 
Reformists and Radicals 
who instigated the Election 
Riots of the 1830s (see The 
Hawick Paper, December 
6, 13 and 20, 2019), while 
the death of Radical Rob 
himself, ‘Lurgie Wilson’, in 
1837, heralded the end of 
an era for the blacknebs in 
name, but not in ideals.

Credit: A Hawick Word Book 
(2022 ed.), Professor Douglas 
Scott; Hawick Archaeological 
Society Transactions (1863, 
1864, 1868, 1871, 1874, 1921, 
1966), William N. Kennedy, 
Robert Murray, Alexander 
Michie, Walter Wilson, C.J. 
Wilson, Eric J. Simpson; A 
Sketch of the History of Hawick 
(1825), Robert Wilson; History 
of Hawick From Earliest Times 
to 1832 (1901), Robert Murray; 
Annals of Hawick (1850), James 
Wilson.

WE’D LOVE TO PUBLISH YOUR OLD PHOTOS!
Please email them to jason@thehawickpaper.co.uk

Thanks to Ross Turnbull for this week’s image

n Film and Video 
Group
Tuesday will see members 
joined by Alchemy Film 
& Arts directors Michael 
Pattison and Rachael 
Disbury, who will give a 
talk on local initiatives 
as well as the popular 
Alchemy Film Festival. The 
latter event will thankfully 
return to the town in its 
usual in-person format 
in April. It has been held 
online over the last two 
years due to the pandemic. 
The meeting will be take 
place in the club cinema in 
Croft Road at 2pm. Anyone 
interested is invited to 
come along. –DP

n Roberton
As featured in The Hawick 
Paper earlier this month, 
SWI members met in 
the Foreman Hall for 
afternoon tea to celebrate 
the rural’s 100th birthday.
An excellent tea was 
prepared by Alan Bone, 
and the ladies agreed it had 
been a lovely afternoon 
reminiscing. Roberton 
SWI may not be the oldest 
in the Borders, but it is 
the longest serving as 
members still met during 
the Second World War.

Marking the rural’s 
inception is the following 
article published in 
the Hawick Express 
on January 20, 1922: 
“A meeting was held 
in Roberton School to 
consider the formation of a 
women’s rural
institute. In spite of 
the snowstorm there 
was a good attendance. 
The Hon Mrs Scott of 
Harden presided. It was 
unanimously decided 
to form an institute in 
Roberton and much 
enthusiasm was shown by 
those present. Thirty-two 
members were enrolled
and other names have 
since been given in. A 
committee was elected.”
 –KJ

n Rotary Club
Member George Hogg 
introduced speakers for 
the evening, Amber Reid 
and Laura Fraser, customer 
support specialists from 
the Royal Bank of Scotland.

Their presentation, 
on the topic of frauds and 
scams, was given via Zoom 
at last Thursday night’s 
meeting at the Mansfield 
House Hotel.

It touched on some of 
the techniques used by 
fraudsters and scammers 
to collect personal 
information about 
individuals whom they 
intend to scam or defraud 
and what we can do to 

protect our own personal 
information.

Also mentioned were 
some of the things we 
should look out for when 
receiving unsolicited 
emails and phone 
calls from people or 
organisations that we were 
not expecting contact 
from.

Fraudsters have even 
been known to use online 
dating sites to gain the 
confidence and play on 
the emotions of their 
victims with the intention 
of extorting monies, thus 
illustrating the dangers of 
talking to people online 
who one has never seen 
face to face.

Both Amber and 
Laura emphasised the 
importance of keeping 
personal information 
safe and what one should 
do if they think they have 
become a victim of a fraud 
or a scam.

The presentation 
proved informative, 
interesting and well 
received by members. The 
vote of thanks was given by 
club president Scott Elliot.

This was a most 
helpful presentation in 
that it proved again that 
a combination of local 
Rotarians meeting in 
person and receiving 
presentations from experts 
using Zoom works really 
well.

Amber is based in 
Langholm and Laura in 
Inverness but were able 
to play a full part in the 
meeting. –RS

n Stamp Club
The competition for the 
174 Trophy was won for 
the second successive year 
by Bob Robertson with a 
display of flight mail in the 
southern hemisphere.

His exhibit featured 
airmail services between 
Australia and New Guinea 
between 1938 and 1942, 
and included survey and 
inaugural flights.

Runner-up was Jake 
Coltman showing items 
of mail sent to and from 
German soldier Willi 
Ohms while a prisoner of 
war at Stobs in the First 
World War. In third place 
was a display of markings 
on mail from Nice, then in 
the Kingdom of Sardinia, 
from 1779-1860, by James 
Burney.

Other entries were 
stamps of Hungary issued 
1918-20 by Romanian, 
French and Serbian 
occupation forces by 
Betty Burney, and Gery 
Moncur’s display of 
boats, ships and yachts 
using issues from many 
countries. –JC

LOOKINGBACK Wilton school pupils, 1966



THE HAWICK PAPER  FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2022
 www.thehawickpaper.co.uk  |  facebook.com/thehawickpaper  |  Twitter: @thehawickpaper20  |  CLASSIFIEDS  

Call Billy on 01450 373973

Billy Ford Blinds
9 Loan, Hawick, Roxburghshire  TD9 0AU

Tel: 01450 373973 Mobile: 07881 780859
 Free esTiMaTes & FiTTing

Open: Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Sat 9am - 4pm & Sun 10am - 4pm
01450 363955 • 07543 918970

DON’T MISS OUT!!!

AUGUST
SPECIAL

FREE Wheel Clean with
every Car Wash

All Month Inc Weekends

Car Wash 
and Valeting 

serViCe
Open: Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm

sat 9am - 4pm & sun 10am - 4pm
01450 363955 • 07543 918970

BLINDS

CAR WASH/VALET

JOINERY

BUILDERS

NO JOB TOO SMALL • FREE ESTiMATES
House builders, extensions & groundworks 

All general building work Plant hire and scaffold hire

07771 542148 / 01450 376789 / 374507
www.clampandpringlebuilders.com

ROOFING

WILLIAM THOMSON

ROOFER / TILER

07802 315 045
Williamthomson140577@gmail.com

19yrs Experience

W Thomson Roofing

All aspects of roofing and guttering 
work undertaken

clampandpringle@btinternet.com

RECOVERY/VEHICLE RECYLING

A & R TAYLOR
FOR ALL YOUR JOINERY NEEDS

PVCU & Composite Doors / PVCU & Timber Windows

Fitted Kitchens, Bathrooms / Extensions & Alterations

01450 376866 / 07789 535911
artaylorjoiners@hotmail.co.uk

PLASTERING

R.R. Fraser & Son
Plasterer, Roughcaster and 
Cornice Work Undertaken.
EStimatES FREE

t: 01450 377104
m: 07831 511193
rrfraserandson@aol.com
8 Elm Grove, Hawick

DEREK HUNTER
Hawick

Plastering & Roughcasting
Free Quotes

01450 375160
07802 527725

derekhunter48@yahoo.co.uk

IAN FORD PLASTERING
Plastering  -  Roughcasting  - Tiling
All Work Carried Out To A High Standard - No Vat - Free Estimates

01450 377916 or 07874 864 301

STORAGE

Advertise your 
services in The 
Hawick Paper 
– contact 
Catriona 
Young on 
07484 517239

ROOFING

All aspects of roofing 
work undertaken 
Slating - Tiling - Flat roofs  
Upvc windows and doors 
Upvc guttering and facias 

McCulloch
 Roo�ng Family Business Since 1979

01896 888 664
www.mccullochroofing.co.uk

Carpet 
Fitting/Cleaning
Used carpets fitted too

Small to Medium Jobs
40+ years in Trade

Call:  07736 030 483

CARPETS

Elsdon 
Electrical

DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCE 

REPAIRS
ALL MAKES & MODELS

FOr A quicK AnD rELiAbLE 
SErvicE pLEASE cALL

MArK: 07540 615870
MArTin: 07763 025714

Or cALL inTO Our 
ShOp AT 

5 bOurTrEE pLAcE, 
hAwicK

Quality assured
Estimates free
01450 377183
07977 660253

C.TELFER
Painter & Decorator

butch2308@gmail.com
17 Crumhaughhill Road, Hawick

TRADESMEN

PAINTING/
DECORATING

ELECTRICAL

at your service
ADVERTISE 

FROM AS 
LITTLE AS 

£5 PER 
WEEK – 

CONTACT 
OUR

SALES 
EXECUTIVE 
CATRIONA 

YOUNG
ON 07484 

517239

IAN YOUNG
Painter & Decorator

07929
291566

youngy631@hotmail 
.co.uk

70 Silverbuthall Road TD9 7BW
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Crossword

ACROSS
7 Oil, to a garage man (4)
8 Soldiers’ wear (8)
9 Hot dish sounds cold (6)
10 Parade (6)
11 Italian sausage (6)
13 My Fair Lady song (4,2)
14 “--- Little Indians” 
(Agatha Christie) (3)
15 Le Carré’s superspy 
George --- (6)
17 Troubled lassie found 
in church (6)
19 Like Hawaiian shirts (6)
21 “Swann’s Way” author 
(6)
23 Spectator (8)
24 Chamber (4)
DOWN
1 “You --- Know” (Alanis 

in association with

1 When was the North Bridge built?

2 Who created the ‘chilled plough’ which 
was made of steel and ousted cast-iron 
ploughs all over the world?

3 Who was Hawick’s first provost?

4 When was Drumlanrig’s Tower besieged 
and taken possession of?

5 Where did J. E. D. Murray first set up his 
photography business when he returned to 
Hawick in 1886?                                Answers: Page 22

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTIONS 
Across: 6 Compound, 7 Lark, 8 Gets 
it, 9 Elaine, 10 T-shirt, 13 Tango, 14 A 
k a, 15 Brawl, 16 Update, 17 Al Gore, 19 
Towage, 22 Stay, 23 Long live. Down: 
1 To be, 2 Opus, 3 Sum total, 4 Edge, 5 
Printout, 7 Learned, 11 Subtlety, 12 In 
agony, 13 Taunting, 18 Ella, 20 Walk, 
21 Gave. 

Sudoku

Morissette) (6)
2 Yacht stabilizer (4)
3 Dampness of the air (8)
4 Petty quarrel (4)
5 Vichyssoise base (8)
6 “Slim Shady” rapper (6)
12 Rag Ellen about nuts, for 

example (8)
13 False teeth (8)
16 Coconut rum (6)
18 Singer Sheena --- (6)
20 Nothing, on court (4)
22 Soup thickener aka lady’s 
fingers (4)

Word is . . .
By Douglas Scott

SYKE

Quiz
By Brian Tait, Archaeological Society

KHB
ROOFING

Also spelled “sike”, this means a small stream 
or ditch, particularly a meandering one that 
dries up in the summer. There are a couple of 
hundred of these in the hills around Hawick. 
The word is familiar in Jed Murray’s line, “The 
syke that jairbled frae the fell Can ne’er its 
rise regain” and E. C. Smith described times 
“whan naigs an troopers war cowpeet inti ilka 
seike”. Sykes were often used as boundary 
lines, for example, Hawick’s 1537 charter 
describes part of the southern boundary lying 
along the Winnington Moss Syke.

Servicing & Repairs
Batteries, Exhausts

WintER tyRES
01450 374875

Unit 10 LochpaRk ind ESt, haWick td9 9Ja

opEn Mon-FRi 8-5pM Sat 8-2pM

Tel: 01450 379866
Mob: 07966484576

douglasautocare1@gmail.com
D Douglas Autocare Ltd 4-6 Noble Place, Hawick TD9 9QF

MOTOR MECHANIC TYRES

GUTTERING REPAIRS / CLEANING - FREE ESTIMATES
Mobile: 07717 132518 Home: 01450 218302

k.broonie@hotmail.co.uk 35 Queens Drive, Hawick TD9 8EH

KHB ROOFING
ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING UNDERTAKEN

Gardening corner

Fear not, pansies will spring into life

T
eries may be looking 
at their pansies and 
violas with concern 
after winter storms 

battered them. 
However, those that 

were planted in the autumn 
will have had time to 
establish and, once spring 
temperatures begin rising, 
plants will come to life with 
sustained growth and colour 
up. For now, remove spent 
heads so that they do not 
form seed heads.
n Once the last of the 

scented flower clusters go on 
the bare stems of Viburnum 
fragrans, cut back any old 
or damaged ones and also 
prune if the shrub is getting 
too big for its space.

V. tinus, the evergreen 

variety, is still producing 
masses of clusters of pink 
buds and then small white 
flowers. Any pruning 
required, though not 
necessary other than 
to reduce one that has 
outgrown its allotted space, 

is done once flowering is 
over.
n For anyone looking to 

add a splash of colour to the 
garden just now need look no 
further than jasmine.

With its long arching 
stems it may appear like a 
climber, but it’s not. It is a 
bush shrub but with its habit 
is often used against a wall 
– anywhere other than one 
east-facing. It will thrive in 
any garden soil, producing 
small, bright yellow, star-
shaped flowers all along 
leafless stems.

With flowering over, 
usually by the end of March, 
it can be left to sprawl all 
over the place or flower 
stems cut back and other 
thinned out.

By Jake Coltman

n ADVERTORIAL
The Scottish Government 
has launched a campaign 
aimed at ending the stigma 
around those suffering from 
drug (including alcohol) 
addiction – and Borderers 
are being urged to play their 
part.

It is hoped this will make 
it easier for those with such 
a problem to seek help.

The campaign has been 
designed to encourage the 
public to reflect on their 
attitudes and challenge 
any perceptions they hold, 
or display, towards those 
who are struggling with a 
drug or alcohol problem, 
highlighting that for most 
this is not an active choice 
and is often triggered by 
other factors (including 
trauma).

Through demonstrating 
that stigma is a barrier to 
people with problem drug 
and alcohol use seeking 

help, it is hoped that the 
campaign will encourage 
public discussion and 
debate, and nudge people 
to consider the ways in 
which they could think 
and behave differently to 
play their part in reducing 
stigma.

You can help challenge 
stigma by speaking up 
when you hear people 
around you make negative 
or wrong comments about 
people with a drug or 
alcohol problem.

Remember that a drug 
or alcohol problem should 
be treated as a health 
condition.

This means that those 
affected by these issues 
should get the same 

support as those dealing 
with a health issue.

Think about the 
language used when talking 
about someone with a drug 
or alcohol problem. Are 
you using language that is 
judgmental?

Don’t define or group 
the person based on their 
drug or alcohol problem.

The negative labels 
applied to people who have 
a drug or alcohol problem 
can stop people from 
getting the support they 
need.

Terms to avoid include 
addict, alcoholic, junkie, 
jakey, clean and substance 
abuse.

Instead, use person with 
problematic substance 
use, person with harmful 
alcohol use, person with 
problematic drug use, 
abstinent/person who has 
stopped using drugs and 
substance use.

Ending the stigma surrounding 
those suffering from addiction



Quiz answers: 1, In 1832 
and widened in 1882 when 
R. F. Watson was provost; 
2, James Oliver, born near 
Newcastleton in 1781 and 
who emigrated to Indiana in 
1835 where the ploughs were 
created; 3, George Wilson 
(November 1862-November 
1868); 4, In June 1679 by 
Covenanters; 5, At the Croft 
Road/Bridge Street corner 
where the main Post Office 
was later located. He moved 
to 45 Bridge Street in 1902.

JOBS

Call 01450 377757 / 378315

hawickautocare@gmail.com                                                                                             www.hawickautocare.co.uk

Mart Street, Hawick and Victoria Buildings, Victoria Road

TYRES- SERVICING - MOTs - REPAIRSTYRES- SERVICING - MOTs - REPAIRS
FREE BATTERY CHECKS

Batteries Lose Power Over Time!
When Was The Last Time You Had Your 

Battery Checked?  

Call 01450 377757 / 378315

Trainee Washing and Pressing Technician
Hawick, Scottish Borders

Permanent, full-time position, meeting National Living Wage 
ABOUT US
For over 50 years, Scott & Charters have been making very special knitwear in 
the Scottish Borders town of Hawick. We use cashmere and other luxury fibres 
to produce knitwear of the finest quality for prestigious labels and designers as 
well as our own brand.

In November 2020, Scott & Charters was acquired by Alex Begg. Alex Begg, 
established in 1866, designs and manufacturers exquisite accessories from the 
finest cashmere, silk and wool blend yarns at its mill in Ayr. Begg’s acquisition 
of Scott & Charters demonstrates their ambition to grow the business and a 
belief in the long-term demand for beautiful products made by highly-skilled 
craftspeople.

ABOUT THE ROLE
You will work with an experienced washing and pressing technician, to learn 
about the processes our knitwear goes through to get it ready for sale, 
including:

 • Completing machine and chemical checks.

 • Loading and unloading garments into washing machines and dryers.

 • Inspecting garments to ensure quality and identify any defects.

 • Organising garments and storing neatly.

 • Pressing garments to the required size and appearance using both 
  Hoffman and Paris presses.

 • Measuring garments to ensure the correct specifications are achieved.

 • Provide feedback on sample garments.

 • Meeting targets set by your supervisor to ensure we’re improving the 
  departments efficiency and output.

ABOUT YOU
You will be inquisitive, with a desire to learn a new skill within a growing 
industry. You’ll be motivated, hardworking and able to work under pressure. 
You will enjoy working as part of a team, but also be able to work on your own.

No experience necessary as full training will be given.

HOW TO APPLY
If you would like to be considered for this role, please email a copy of your CV 
to recruitment@alex-begg.co.uk
Closing Date: 13th March, 2022.

Product Developer
Hawick, Scottish Borders

Permanent, full-time position 
ABOUT US
For over 50 years, Scott & Charters have been making very special knitwear in 
the Scottish Borders town of Hawick. We use cashmere and other luxury fibres 
to produce knitwear of the finest quality for prestigious labels and designers as 
well as our own brand.

In November 2020, Scott & Charters was acquired by Alex Begg. Alex Begg, 
established in 1866, designs and manufacturers exquisite accessories from the 
finest cashmere, silk and wool blend yarns at its mill in Ayr. Begg’s acquisition 
of Scott & Charters demonstrates their ambition to grow the business and a 
belief in the long-term demand for beautiful products made by highly-skilled 
craftspeople.

ABOUT THE ROLE
We have a vacancy in the role of product developer within our growing 
product development team.

You will lead and co-ordinate our product development process from 
definition of product specification and completion of tech pack, through 
prototyping and sampling processes to approval for production.

You will liaise with and influence a cross functional team spanning design, 
sales, technical, planning and purchasing, production. Your goal is to develop 
products that are desirable, high-quality, to specification, and developed to 
schedule, whilst being commercially viable and offering good value.

The position is based in Hawick and is full time working 39 hours per week, 
Monday to Friday.

ABOUT YOU
You are obsessed by knitwear and have developed extensive knowledge 
and understanding of knitwear technology, construction, and manufacturing 
methods.

You are passionate about sustainability and how this is delivered through 
product specification, with a good working knowledge of supplier ethical 
compliance.

You will have an eye for detail and the ability to convey technical information 
clearly and accurately.

You are a creative problem solver, using product knowledge and experience to 
deliver great products and processes.

You will have excellent written and verbal communication skills, a flexible 
approach with the ability to adjust to the changing needs of a growing 
business. You’ll also be organised with the ability to prioritise objectives and 
workload.

HOW TO APPLY
If this sounds like you, then email your CV and cover letter to recruitment@
alex-begg.co.uk to register your interest.

Closing date: Friday, 4th March, 2022.

UPPER TEVIOTDALE PASTORAL 
SOCIETY

Annual General 
Meeting

Tuesday, 8th March, 7.30pm
Teviothead Village Hall

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME
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United lose out in cup

Facing a home outfit with 
four Scottish amateur 
national squad players in 
their ranks, Hawick United 
made an exit from the 
South of Scotland Cup in 
Saturday’s quarter-final tie.

Reflecting on the game, 
United player/manager 
Alan Campbell told The 
Hawick Paper: “We were 
beaten by a very good team. 
And although we lost 5-0 we 
weren’t exactly hammered 
as the boys got stuck in, 
gave their all and made a 
game of it.”

Campbell continued: 
“Lesmahagow got their first 

goal just on half-time which 
was a blow for us and a bit 
frustrating as we’d been 
holding them.

“In the second half we 
did well until they scored a 
second in the 65th minute 
and then got a third with a 
penalty. The writing was 
on the wall after this,” he 
admitted.

The player/boss added: 
“Apart from our two centre-
backs with a combined 
age of 88 years in myself 
and Bob Holland, we are a 
young side and it was a great 
experience for the boys to 
play in such a big game.

“Dylan Ellins was 
outstanding for us, while 
goalkeeper Phil Smith and 
Matthew Shepherd also 
stood out.”

In an encounter that 
took place on the 3G pitch 
at Dalziel Sports Ground 
in Motherwell, Lewis Muir 
had a good opportunity to 
put the Tangerines ahead 
during the first half but 
failed to cash in.

Following some fine 
saves from Smith, the hosts 
broke the deadlock minutes 
from the break.

After Bruce Hodgins and 
Andrew Coyle had come 
close to equalising, Dylan 
Ellins waltzed round three 
men in a jinking run before 
firing a shot that forced the 
Lesmahagow keeper into 
making a superb stop.

Just after the hour mark 
Lesmahagow netted again 
and duly went on to score 
another three times. –JS

Lesmahagow 5
Hawick United 0

Still to play a game since 
their first home win of 
the season, over Peebles 
Rovers, Hawick Royal 
Albert United are out 
for victory tomorrow 
(Saturday), John Slorance 
writes.

The Albert Park side 
travel to face Edinburgh 
United in the second round 
of the King Cup.

This game should have 
taken place three weeks 
ago but was postponed just 
before kick-off when the 
referee decided the Patties 
Road pitch was unplayable.

Hawick Waverley 
entertain Chirnside United 
in a Border Amateur League 
A division meeting at 
Wilton Lodge Park.

Waverley manager Mick 

Hope said: “After a poor 
start to the season we have 
improved and are going 
quite well. Chirnside have 
been doing okay themselves 
and are hard to play 
against.”

Meanwhile, Waverley 
are still in the South of 
Scotland Cup of two 
seasons ago which was 
postponed because of 
Covid-19.  

The competition is set to 
be restarted and they play 
Newtown in the semi-final.

In the Border Amateur 
League C division, Hawick 
Colts are away to fellow title 
challenger Spittal Rovers.

Everything points to the 
Scotland versus England 
battle being an exciting 
affair and Colt David 

Strathdee said: “We have 
been going well, and so have 
Spittal but we have played 
them twice in cup games 
and won both times.  

“It will be a tough game 
but I am confident we can 
get a third win.”

Hawick United travel 
to W. P. Happer Park to 
take on Greenlaw. Hawick 
Legion have no game.
n Albert United 

and Hawick Legion’s 
away games were both 
postponed on Saturday due 
to ground conditions as was 
Waverley’s home fixture 
with Langholm Legion.

Colts’ Sanderson Cup tie 
against Gala Fairydean was 
called off on Friday as Gala 
failed to raise a team – Colts 
progress to the next round.

Football

HRAU want capital win

Bruce Lynn, left, and Craig Nichol do battle at Kelso PICTURE: BILL McBURNIE

Craig Nichol and Donald 
Whillans are proving 
a formidable team, 
following up a victory at 
Kelso last Friday, with 
a debut bumper win at 
Musselburgh on Sunday.

Neigh Botha lived up to 
his name when making his 
first run a winning one and 
also provided Nichol with 
the second leg of a double.

He had earlier ridden 
the Rose Dobbin-trained 
The Player Queen to an 8-1 
win in the mares’ novices’ 
hurdle race.

Langholm trainer James 
Ewart saddled a 33-1 winner 
when Hold Onto The Line 
landed the novice handicap 
hurdle.

The Whillans and Nichol 

team began a winning 
weekend when Stainsby 
Girl won the two-mile 
handicap hurdle at Kelso 
under a fine ride by Nichol 
who, after Sunday, is now 
on 27 winners this term.

“We are delighted with 
her,” enthused Donald.

“She’s improved a lot and 
she loves her jumping.”

Donald may return to 
Kelso with his charge on 
Morebattle Hurdle Day 
for a two-and-a-half-mile 
handicap hurdle race.

Bonchester-based 
jockey Joanna Walton won 
the opening two-and-three-
quarter-mile handicap 
hurdle race on 18-1 chance 
Lissen to the Lady.

Trained at Yetholm by 
Sandy Forster, the mare 
bounced back to form to 
take the spoils.

Jedburgh jockey Callum 
Bewley marked his 19th win 
this season when riding 
favourite Sounds Russian 
to his third win on the trot 
with a convincing victory in 
the novice handicap chase.

Aint No Sunshine took 
the concluding bumper for 
Keith Dalgleish, providing 
a double for jockey Brian 
Hughes.

Colinton made a 
victorious debut for Katie 
Scott’s Galashiels yard with 
a 12-1 win on the all-weather 
at Newcastle on Saturday in 
the hands of Jason Hart.

Scotland’s first training 
duo of Harriet Graham and 
Gary Rutherford saddled 
their first winner at Carlisle 
on Monday when Don 
Brocco posted a 66-1 win 
in the three-mile 
handicap hurdle.

Craig and Donald shine

–HM

Dynamic duo 
well set for big 
stage return

Horse racing

Denholm mountain bikers 
Phoebe Gale and William 
Brodie are gearing up for 
their competitive seasons 
to begin in March and both 
have exciting times ahead.

The 17-year-old duo 
impressed during 2021, 
taking the step up to 
competing in Mercedes-
Benz UCI Mountain Bike 
World Cup series junior 
events in their stride.

And now they know 
what it is all about at that 
level they are keen to kick 
on in the coming months 
both at home and abroad.

They will both be in 
Lourdes, France, for the 
first World Cup series event 
of the year which begins on 
March 26, but before that 
they also have plenty going 
on in preparation.

Phoebe, who will be 
representing the FMD 
Racing team again in 
2022, has already been to a 
training camp in Sanremo 
in Italy and tomorrow 
(Saturday) is due to be 

heading out to Lousa in 
Portugal for another camp.

“The Sanremo camp was 
brilliant, it is a great team to 
be part of with FMD Racing, 
and I can’t wait to get to 
Portugal now,” the athlete 
who left Hawick High 
School last summer said.

“When we are out in 
Portugal myself and my 
team-mates will be taking 
part in a Portugal Cup event 
in Tarouca and that should 
be good preparation for 
what is to come.

“I will then be home for 
a bit before heading out to 
Lourdes.

“Last year’s experiences 
have got me ready for more 
this time around.”

William, who studies at 
Borders College, is primed 

and ready for his trip to 
Lourdes too.

“I have just been training 
as much as I can at home 
and also down in places like 
north Wales to get ready 
for the trip to France,” he 
explains.

“Last year I learned a lot 
by competing in various 
different places around 
Europe and competed on 
various different terrains 
and I think it has made me 
a bit more confident going 
into this year.

“I still have loads to 
learn, but I want to keep 
putting in the hard work 
and, having not competed 
in Lourdes before, I am 
excited to see what the set-
up is like out there when I 
get over next month.”

By GARY HEATLY 
sport@thehawickpaper.co.uk

Mountain biking

William Brodie Phoebe Gale 
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In his first club race as a 
senior, 18-year-old Thomas 
MacAskill demolished the 
field to carry off Teviotdale 
Harriers cross-country 
championship on Saturday 
afternoon.

The former boys’ 
champion shot into the 
lead right from the start 
of the scratch race at the 
museum in Wilton Lodge 
Park. He then made his 
way via Overhall and 
Brieryhill, crossing the road 
at Highchesters and on to 
Todshawhaugh. 

Increasing his lead all 
the time, he romped down 
the Meadows and over the 
‘Jooglie Brig’, then Martin’s 
Bridge and on past Parkdaill 
and Buccleuch Road to 
the race finish back at the 
museum.

The Borders College 
Galashiels campus 
student, studying sport 
development, won the 
Campbell Trophy by a 
margin of some 800 yards 
and completed the seven-
mile championship course 
from scratch in 42.20.

David Beattie, last 
month’s Langheugh Trophy 
winner, was runner-up and 
Bruce Hughes third.

Speaking to The Hawick 
Paper, a “delighted” Thomas 
said: “The hills were tough 
but once I hit the road I was 
well out in front.”

While in the junior 
ranks, Thomas twice 
won the Shiel Cup and 
the Burnfoot Residents’ 
Association Trophy.

Each of the day’s events 
are also run with a sealed 
handicap, with the Erskine 
Trophy in the senior race 
going to Bruce Hughes.

Result – 1, Thomas 
MacAskill, 42.20; 2, David 
Beattie, 44.55; Bruce 
Hughes, 48.31. Sealed 
handicap – 1, Bruce Hughes 
(allowance 6.30), 42.01; 2, 
Alan Inglis (7.30), 42.48; 3, 
David Beattie (1.00), 43.55.

The battle for the junior 
championship (u-15/u-17), 
which carries the B. M. 
Murray Trophy, was 
run between the Welsh 
brothers, Robbie and Irvine.

Sixteen-year-old Robbie 
came home a clear winner of 
the title by some 200 yards 

over his younger sibling, 
with the boys’ club captain, 
Charles McKay, third.

Irvine, 15, had the 
consolation of taking the 
sealed handicap.

Result – 1, Robbie Welsh, 
13.52; 2, Irvine Welsh, 14.45; 
3, Charles McKay, 16.08. 
Sealed handicap – 1, Irvine 
Welsh (allowance 1.15), 
13.30; 2, Charles McKay 
(1.30), 14.48.

The Junior Boys’ Shield 
for u-13s went to Taylor 
Watson.

There was also a decisive 
winner of the senior ladies’ 
race for the Borthwick 
Trophy.

 Defending champion, 
Kirsty Hughes came home 
with 250 yards to spare to 
take home the silverware 
once again and to add to her 
2019 success.

“I’m just recovering from 
Covid,” the 45-year-old told 
us, “so I didn’t know how 
I would do but I was lucky 
enough to stick it out to the 
end.

“I am really pleased to 
hold on to the trophy.”

Kirsty confessed to also 
recovering from Covid when 
she won last year.

Winner of the sealed 
handicap was ladies’ 
captain, Lorna Walker, who 
finished runner-up in the 
scratch event over 1½ miles.

Result – 1, Kirsty Hughes, 
20.58, 2, Lorna Walker, 
21.59; 3, Ann Aitken, 23.22. 
Sealed handicap – 1, Lorna 
Walker (allowance 8.00), 
13.59; 2, Ann Aitken (8.50), 
14.32.

The closest result of 
the day came in the race 
between u-11 girls with the 
Taylor Trophy at stake.

A three-way tussle ended 
with only five seconds 
separating the top placings, 
with the champion being 
Ruby Watson. Chloe Walker 
finished only two seconds 
adrift and Payton Corrie a 
further three seconds. 

Result – 1, Ruby Watson, 
7.18; 2, Chloe Walker, 7.20; 3, 
Peyton Corrie, 7.23. Sealed 
handicap – 1, Lana Pringle 
(allowance 2.10), 6.27; 2, 
Peyton Corrie (.30), 6.53; 3, 
Freya Walker (.30), 6.53.

Another exciting 
and close finish was 
witnessed in the u-11 boys’ 
championship for the Ex-
Servicemen’s Club Trophy.

James Wood came home 

Thomas takes cross-country 
title in first outing as a senior
By JAKE COLTMAN  
sport@thehawickpaper.co.uk

a mere four seconds ahead 
of Ivan Watson in a reversal 
of the past two years, 
Watson being the holder 
and Wood the 2020 winner.

Result – 1, James Wood, 
6.00; 2, Ivan Watson, 6.04; 3, 
Mclaren Welsh, 6.40. Sealed 
handicap – 1, Kerr Ferguson 
(allowance .50), 5.53; 2, Ivan 
Watson (.50), 5.59; 3, Hugo 
Armstrong (1.25), 6.05.

Jessica Smith (19.21) 
had an extra birthday 
celebration in winning 
the u-15/u-17 girls’ 
championship and with it 
the Susan Catherine Birch 
Memorial Cup, with Sarah 
McLeod (23.12), runner-up. 
The latter won the sealed 
handicap with an allowance 
of 8.15 in 14.57.

The Douglas Trophy in 
the u-13 girls’ championship 
went to Emily McLeod.

n Carrying on from 
becoming the Harriers 
junior champion the 
previous day, the on-form 
Robbie Welsh turned out 
in the Borders Series XC 
race at Duns on Sunday, 
recording an emphatic 16 
seconds victory in the junior 
event in a field of more than 
60.

This was after finishing 
runner-up in the race staged 
at Minto last month.

And following him home 
in this penultimate series 
of eight races held around 
the area over the winter 
months, was his younger 
brother, Irvine, in fifth 
place.

Robbie (16-17 years age 
category), his brother, 14-15 
years, headed a contingent 
in Teviotdale colours in the 
Berwickshire event in which 

Ivan Watson (8-9 years), did 
well to finish 28th.

Such was the excellent 
placings of the juniors over 
all age categories, Teviotdale 
was the winning team with 
24 points from the six clubs 
competing.

And as well as Robbie, 
the Harriers had two other 
age category race winners 
in Iona Jamieson (16-17) and 
Ivan Watson.

Teviotdale placings, age 
categories and times were: 
Juniors – 1, Robbie Welsh, 
15.22; 5, Irvine Welsh, 16.14; 
16, Iona Jamieson, 18.25; 28, 
Ivan Watson, 19.29; 33 (10-
11), James Wood, 20.00; 44 
(12-13), Jessica Smith, 21.07; 
49 (12-13), Glen Jamieson, 
22.03; 55 (10-11), Mclaren 
Welsh, 22.56; 62 (8-9), Roan 
Jamieson, 25.25; 63 (10-11), 
Ruby Watson, 25.41; 67 (8-9), 

Amber Smith, 28.22.
Seniors (over 160 

runners) – 26, Duncan 
Lockie, 34.41; 34 (60+), John 
Tullie, 36.44; 125 (50+), Paul 
Lockie, 48.27; 129 (50+), Alan 
Coltman, 49.22; 149 (60+), 
Pauline McAdam, 55.19; 155 
(40+), Lisa Welsh, 56.59; 156 
(40+), Gregor Welsh, 57.00; 
157 (60+), Ron Hastings, 
57.42.

The JMS Trophy will 
be awarded to the highest 
placed Teviotdale Harrier, 
senior or junior, to finish in 
the eight-race series.
n Running in Teviotdale 

colours, Langholm-based 
Conan Harper marked a 
successful weekend with 
a bronze medal in the 
national indoor u-20 1,500 
metres and a top placing two 
days earlier in a senior race.

Competing in the 

Robbie WelshThomas MacAskill Kirsty Hughes

Jessica Smith Taylor Watson James Wood



SPORT  |  25THE HAWICK PAPER  FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2022
www.thehawickpaper.co.uk  |  facebook.com/thehawickpaper  |  Twitter: @thehawickpaper

Golf

So.925 Border league 
(Thursday, February 17): 
Hawick Burns B 4,Hawick 
Con C 2; Hawick Con A 
1, Hawick Burns A 5; Jed 
Legion 3, Hawick Burns C 
3; Hawick Con D 2, Hawick 
Con B 4; Hawick Burns D 2, 
Selkirk Con 4.

League standings : 1, 
Hawick Con A 52; 2, Selkirk 
Con 51; 3, Hawick Con D 
49; 4, Hawick Burns C 48; 

5, Hawick Burns A 47; 6, 
Hawick Con B 44; 7, Hawick 
Burns B 43; 8, Hawick Con 
C 40; 9, Jed Legion 40; 10, 
Hawick Burns D 36.
n The Jim Clark 

handicap memorial six-reds 
tournament will take place 
on Saturday, March 5, at the 
Conservative Club. Entry is 
£5 (buffet and prizes). The 
event is open to all. The first 
round losers go into a three-
reds tournament. Players 
are asked to be at the venue 
for 12.30pm for a 1pm start.

There was no play in the D. 
Charters Electrical Services 
Ltd Winter League at the 
weekend as the Vertish Hill 
course was closed due to the 
wet weather.

Snooker

Anderson rink takes title

On Wednesday the 
Teviotdale Indoor Bowling 
Club three-rink seniors’ 
team travelled to the 
Meadowmill Stadium, in 
East Lothian to take on the 
Perth club in their third 
game of the Jock Brodie 
tournament. 

The Hawick bowlers 
started well and after ten of 
the scheduled 15 ends the 
score was 26-23 in favour of 
the Teviotdale team. 

However, it was the Perth 
side who finished stronger, 
going on to win by 11 shots. 

The only Teviotdale 
quartet to win was Eric 
Collie, Keith McCredie, 
Alan Flockhart and Charlie 
Patterson (skip).

Details: K. McCartney 11, 
D. Lambert 15; B. Anderson 
9, D. Brown 19; C. Patterson 

11, P. McGregor. Teviotdale 
31, Perth 42.
n On Saturday a 

full complement of 16 
combinations took part 
in the Teviot Tyres Open 
Triples (sponsored by Colin 
Easton).

The early part of this 
competition was contested 
in sections with all teams 
playing six ends, the 
winners of each section 
moving forward to play in 
the knock-out semi-finals 
then the final. 

In the final Alan Waugh, 
Duncan Macdougall and 
Stuart Anderson (skip) 
started well winning the 
first four ends to lead 8-0.

David Smart, Bill Jaffray 
and Kenny Lyle hit back with 
scores of 4, 2, to narrow the 
deficit, but the Anderson-
led trio secured an 8-6 
victory.

Eddie Pollard, who ran 

Bowling

Darts

Hawick league (Wednesday, 
February 2): Office A 7, 
Angling Club A 3; Golf 
Club A 10, Deans’ Bar B 0; 
Deans’ Bar A 9, Golf Club B 1; 
Angling Club B 2, Office B 8. 
Stags Head v Jock Reid’s to 
be rearranged. 

Wednesday, February 9: 
Deans’ Bar B 2, Angling Club 
B 8; Angling Club A 3, Deans’ 
Bar A 7; Office B 2, Office A 8; 
Golf Club B 2, Jock Reid’s 8; 

Stags Head 0, Golf Club A 10. 
180s – Calum Davidson and 
Michael Ferguson (Office 
A), Euan Reilly (Jock Reid’s), 
Guy Henderson (Angling 
Club B), Glen Moody (Deans’ 
Bar A).

Wednesday, February 16: 
Deans’ Bar A 4, Office B 6; 
Angling Club A 0, Jock Reid’s 
10; Golf Club B 5, Golf Club A 
5; Stags Head 6, Deans’ Bar 
B 4; Deans’ Bar A 4, Office B 
6. Office A v Angling Club B 
to be rearranged. 180 – Phil 
Smith (Jock Reid’s).

Teviot Tyres Open Triples, from left, runners-up David Smart, Bill Jaffray, Kenny Lyle, with 
sponsor Colin Easton, and winners Stuart Anderson, Duncan Macdougall and Alan Waugh

the tournament, gave the 
vote of thanks before asking 
Colin Easton to make the 
presentations.
n On Sunday a mixed 

team representing 
Teviotdale took on the 
Midlothian squad from 
Dalkeith at the Meadowmill 
Stadium. 

The Teviotdale player 
in the single hand was 
Norman Amos who lost out 
to Colin Walker. In the pairs 
Irene Bennett and Chris 
Macdougall (skip) drew 
their game.

The triple of Alister 
Taylor, Duncan Macdougall, 
Joyce Dickey (skip) 
lost against the Kevin 
McDougall-led squad. 

The Teviotdale rink of 
Marion Pearson, Caroline 
Hogarth, Kenny McCartney 
and Bill Anderson (skip) 
went down by a few shots.

Midlothian won 9-1.
n Tomorrow (Saturday) 

five triples from Wilton 
and Kelso will contest a 14-
end challenge game at the 
Teviotdale stadium at the 
leisure centre at 10am.

Following the bowls the 
players will transfer to the 
clubrooms for lunch and the 
Scotland v France match.

The cost for the Wilton 
players will be £7.

The following team was 
selected (players to report 
for 9.45am): Squad one – E. 
Pollard, A. Peffers and D. 
Macdougall (skip); squad 
two – D. Smart, G. Brownlee 
and A. Taylor (skip); squad 
three – F. Clyne, R. Charters 
and B. Jaffray (skip); squad 
four – J. Elliot, M. Scott and 
K. McCartney (skip); squad 
five – A. Clyne, C. Easton and 
M. Notman (skip).

The Teviotdale ladies 
have a home fixture at noon.

Scottish Athletics 
4J National Indoor 
Championships at the 
Emirates Arena, Glasgow, on 
Sunday, and still only aged 
16, the Langholm Academy 
pupil running in the u-20 
age group metric mile for 
the first time, finished 
strongly to take the bronze 
medal in 4:00.35.

Conan had been given 
approval to compete in 
the national senior 3,000 
metres at the same venue 
last Friday, and in this he put 
in a fantastic race to finish 
fourth in 8:33.90, less than 
a second outside the medals.

Conan, Teviotdale’s 
2017-18 junior captain, who 
receives support through 
the Welcome to Langholm 
Future Champions Award, 
will now compete in the 
Scottish Athletics Cross-

Country Championships 
at Falkirk tomorrow 
(Saturday), followed by the 
Scottish Schools Cross-
Country Championships 
at South Queensferry on 
Thursday.

Commenting on the 
weekend’s events, Harriers 
president Paul Lockie told 
us: “After all the stormy 
weather we were fortunate 
to have blue skies and dry 
for the championships but 
runners had to contend 
with muddy conditions 
underfoot.”

Praising all winners, he 
said: “Thomas MacAskill is 
possibly the youngest ever 
senior club champion. A 
big thank-you to all who 
volunteered as officials and 
markers. 

“Congratulations to 
our age category winners 

at Duns, and the fantastic 
bronze medal for Conan 
Harper in Glasgow.”

The president added: 
“With the final Borders 
Series at Galashiels on 
March 6, it looks like the 
JMS Trophy will be going to 
one of our juniors.”

Ivan Watson is leading, 
having won all four races in 
his age category, giving him 
four points; Robbie Welsh is 
sitting on five points after s 
second at Peebles; and Iona 
Jamieson has won each of 
her three races, and is on 
three points.
n Today (Friday) sees 

the staging of the annual 
schools cross-country event, 
organised by Teviotdale 
Harriers. 

The races start at 10am 
adjacent the pump track in 
Wilton Lodge Park. 

PICTURES: ALEX CORBETT

Taylor Trophy winner Ruby Watson powers past Douglas Trophy winner Emily McLeod
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Rhys Tait 

Tommy tips Scotland’s 
Teries to topple France
“Phenomenal” Scotland 
rugby duo Stuart Hogg and 
Darcy Graham can team up 
with fellow back three man 
Duhan van der Merwe and 
cause France real problems 
at BT Murrayfield tomorrow 
(Saturday).

That is the opinion of 
former Scotland winger 
Tommy Seymour who 
believes Gregor Townsend’s 
men can win the Six Nations 
round three clash and blow 
the championship wide 
open.

Going into the Edinburgh 
meeting, France have won 
two from two, and Scotland 
have won one and lost one.

France will start as 
favourites, but Scotland 
have a good recent home 
record against them.

Tommy, the 33-year-old 
who earned 55 Scotland 
caps and toured with the 
British & Irish Lions, said:  
“I played with Hoggy from 
when he was very young and 
he was always a ridiculous 
talent, but I think what 

we are seeing now is the 
development of him as a 
player and as a person. 

“Captaincy can shrink 
some people and make 
it hard for them to play 
their own game, but the 
responsibility of leading 
seems to have made Hoggy 
an even better player than 
he was before.

“He clearly has a good 
understanding with Darcy 
and Duhan already. I’d just 
like to see them link up that 
little bit more this time 
around and really take the 
game to the French.

“If Scotland can get good 
ball to those three and make 
sure they have plenty of 
support, then their breaks 
can really get the team on 

the front foot and also get 
the crowd behind the team.

“The three of them can 
definitely cause problems 
for France if they can get 
the ball in hand in the right 
areas of the field.

“Like Hoggy, Darcy is 
phenomenal.

“Darcy has been one 
of the standouts in the 
competition thus far and 
I don’t understand why 
people on this side of the 
world still underestimate 
players because of their size 
or perceived lack of it.

“Just because he is 
smaller in height it doesn’t 
matter one bit, Darcy 
shows his capability and his 
strength week in and week 
out at the highest level.”

Stuart, the 29-year-old 
full-back, will be earning his 
91st cap and winger Darcy, 
24, his 25th while Zander 
Fagerson, Rory Darge and 
Magnus Bradbury have been 
added to the starting pack 
for this one.

Teri Rory Sutherland, the 
loosehead prop, is at home 
in Worcester recovering 
from rib and shoulder 
injuries sustained against 

Wales 13 days ago.
The game, live on the 

BBC, kicks-off at 2.15pm.
Meanwhile, this evening 

19-year-old local lad Rhys 

Tait captains Scotland as 
they look to defeat France in 
the under-20 Six Nations at 
The DAM Health Stadium in 
Edinburgh at 8pm.

By GARY HEATLY 
sport@thehawickpaper.co.uk

Skipper Stuart Hogg is a ‘ridiculous talent’ PICTURE: CRAIG WATSON

Hawick Harlequins had an 
enjoyable rugby trip to Bargoed 
in Wales recently, the clubs now 
having had a relationship for 56 
years, Gary Heatly writes.

Quins travelled down to 

Bargoed on Thursday, February 
10 to play their annual game on 
the Friday before heading to 
Cardiff on the Saturday to watch 
the Wales-Scotland match.

The last time the Quins were 
there was in 2020 just before 
the pandemic took hold while 
last year’s match, which would 
have been in Hawick, had to be 
cancelled with a Zoom call from 
both club’s having to suffice.

As a result, the players were 
delighted to get back on grass 

a fortnight ago to renew old 
rivalries and friendships.

The hosts ran out comfortable 
40-12 winners, but the game was 
played in the usual great spirit 
and there was some good rugby 
played by both teams.

Player-of-the-match for the 
Quins was stand-off Nathan 
Smith while Stuart Robson 
carried the ball well.

Well done to all players 
involved and the Quins would 
especially like to thank the 

Langholm lads who joined the 
tour and had a good time.

After the game there was 
also an auction in the Bargoed 
clubhouse and an amazing 
£1,060 was raised to go 
towards the My Name’s Doddie 
Foundation.

Thanks to Stuart Hogg and 
Johnstons of Elgin for their 
support with auction items.

Archie Renwick, the Hawick 
Harlequins president who made 
the trip, told The Hawick Paper:  

“It was brilliant to get back down 
to see our friends at Bargoed 
once again. The clubs have built 
up such a special relationship 
over the last 56 years and it was 
great to be able to take some of 
the younger club members and 
the Langholm boys down with us 
to make them a part of it all.

“Given we don’t have a team 
playing league rugby this year 
it was also a good bonding 
experience and we’d like to thank 
our hosts at Bargoed too.”

Quins back 
on the road 
to Bargoed

n FROM PAGE 28
against France in the age-
grade Six Nations at The 
DAM Health Stadium in 
Edinburgh this evening.

“I am wishing Lana 
and Lisa all the best in 
their big 
match, I 
know they 
will go out 
there and 
absolutely 
smash it 
and get the 
job done,” 
the back-
row said.

Meanwhile, Lana, who 
will be earning her 48th 
cap, said about Lisa, who 
is winning her 40th cap: 
“If Lisa and I could get to 
a World Cup together it 
would mean so much. I 
met Lisa when she was 
ten years old and just 
being on this journey so 
far has been amazing – 
now we want to take one 
more step together.”

The game kicks off at 
7pm local time (3pm UK 
time) and is live on BBC 
ALBA and World Rugby’s 
YouTube channel.

Players’ 
message 
to Lana  
and Lisa



RUGBY  |  27THE HAWICK PAPER  FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2022
www.thehawickpaper.co.uk  |  facebook.com/thehawickpaper  |  Twitter: @thehawickpaper

Hawick hopes of a home 
Premiership play-off place 
were swept away with this 
defeat on Saturday at Marr, 
but the belief remained 
that a possible trip there 
next month in that play-off 
is not beyond the Greens’ 
capabilities.

They led 10-0 just before 
half-time to raise hopes of a 
vital win. But a yellow card 
for Callum Renwick led to a 
try and conversion for Craig 
Redpath’s side, and a change 
of front-row personnel 
after half-time switched the 
fortunes of the game.

Director of rugby Garry 
Douglas said that while he 
was disappointed with the 
result, these were symbolic 
points in the match.

“They brought on front-
row replacements and we 
went off the boil and lost 
our initiative,” he said.

Truer words, it seems, 
and echoed by coach Matty 
Douglas. “It’s the tale of our 
season to concede a score 
just before half-time,” he 
said.

Renwick’s sin-binning 
and the score changed the 
complexion of the game. 
“We switched off in the 
second half,” the coach 
admitted.

Vice-president Ian 
Landles said that it had 
been a long trip (125 miles 
each way) and praised the 
team even in defeat.

The teams found it hard 
going into the wind in the 
second half, and many felt 
that it might have been a 
different scenario if Hawick 
had been able to hold on to 
their 10-0 lead until half-
time.

“We had about 80 per 

cent of the play in the first 
half, but could not take our 
chances. We also defended 
very well,” said Landles.

And he went on to praise 
his players in which Kirk 
Ford and Ross Graham, 
replacing skipper Matt 
Carryer, were among those 
who played prominent 
roles.

In the opposite camp, 
Marr coach Craig Redpath, 
formerly of Melrose, 
admitted that his team had 
struggled, but at the same 
time, his side gained the 
crucial result.

“We got that break on the 
stroke of half-time, and in 
the second half, we found 
a way to win it, but there 

was not much in the game 
[between the sides],” he 
said. It was frustrating that 
Hawick had dominated the 
first half and, if they had not 
conceded the yellow card, 
they could have turned 
round 10-0 ahead instead 
of 10-7.

Ford was instrumental 
in the two opening scores. 

First he kicked a penalty; 
then a kick to touch put 
Marr on the back foot and 
the ball was swung out for 
Glen Welsh to touch down 
and the stand-off landed 
the conversion.

But with Marr camped 
on the Hawick line, referee 
Hollie Davidson handed out 
the yellow card and Curran 
McMillan took advantage of 
the extra man to score and 
Colin Sturgeon converted.

The game swung in a 
different direction amid 
doughty Hawick defence, 
and Marr scored the first 
try of the second half, 
McMillan’s second.

Hawick were still in it 
before a Scott Bickerstaff 

try sealed Hawick’s fate for 
Sturgeon to make a clean 
sweep of the conversions.

The Greens did defeat 
Marr at Mansfield Park, but 
the home record in the club 
drifted astray on the road…
probably not helped by two 
long journeys.

It was never going to be 
an easy contest, but Hawick 
believe that if it is Marr at 
Troon in the semi-final 
play-off, they can go there 

Hawick show they are 
well able to match Marr
Marr 21
Hawick 10

MARR: The first XV put 
in a great shift away to 
Marr in the Tennent’s 
Premiership in their last 
regular season league 
game on Saturday, 
leading 10-0 at one 
stage before losing out 
21-10.

The result means we 
will now be away in the 
play-off semi-finals to 
either Marr or Currie 
Chieftains on March 26.

KIRK AND RUARIDH: 
During the game in 
Troon on Saturday, Kirk 
Ford kicked five points 
and is now the top 
scorer in the top flight 
with 134 while Ruaridh 
Macleod played very 
well and was named in 
The Offside Line Team of 
the Week.

SKELLY CUP: This 
evening (Friday) the first 
XV welcome Jed-Forest 
to Mansfield Park in the 
Border League (7.30pm)
and for the Skelly Cup. 
Members of the Skeldon 
family will be present.

BILL MCLAREN 
FOUNDATION 
AUCTION: At the charity 
dinner this evening 
in Edinburgh some of 
Stuart Hogg’s Scotland 
jerseys will be part of the 
fund-raising auction.

REPRESENTATIVES: 
Good luck in the coming 
days to Lana Skeldon, 
Lisa Thomson, Rhys Tait, 
Stuart Hogg and Darcy 
Graham who will be 
representing Scotland in 
the coming days.

YOUTH: All the best 
to the under-16s in their 
National Youth Shield 
semi-final away to 
Dundee on Sunday and 
to the u-18 boys playing 
in the junior 1872 Cup.

GOLD CUP LUNCH: 
On March 18, Bobby 
Froud will be running his 
Cheltenham Gold Cup 
lunch at the club. For 
tickets, contact Bobby 
on 07956 845 441.

GALA AND SEMI-
FINAL TRAVEL: We 
are planning to have 
hospitality available 
on March 19 when we 
host Gala in the Border 
League and there will 
be a bus running to the 
play-off on March 26.

GREENGREEN 
ZONE
THE LATEST NEWS 
AND VIEWS
FROM
HAWICK
RFC

Shawn Muir powers on with, from left,  Gareth Welsh, Matt Carryer, Stuart Graham and Calum Renwick PICTURE: JAMES STEVENSON

By ATHOLL INNES 
sport@thehawickpaper.co.uk

 HAWICK: B. Donaldson;  M. 
Tait,, A. Mitchell, Glen Welsh, 
R. McKean; K. Ford, Gareth 
Welsh; S. Muir, S. Graham, R. 
Macleod, R. Smith, S. Fairbairn, 
C. Renwick, S. Fairbairn, C. 
Sutherland. Replacements: 
R. Carryer, T. Hope, C. Tait, D. 
Lightfoot, L. Gordon Wooley.

TENNENT’S PREMIERSHIP
 P W L D F A Pts

Currie  17 16 1 0 650 193 78
Marr 17 14 3 0 448  254 68
Hawick 18 13 5 0 500   339 62
Accies 17 11 6 0 473  390 59
Hawks 18 8 10 0 371  395 41
Musselburgh 17 6 11 0 385  581 31
Jed-Forest 16 5 10 1 336   421 30
GHA 16 6 10 0 335   428 30
Selkirk 17 3 13 1 303  402 22
Aberdeen 17 2 15 0 260  658 13

n FROM PAGE 28
well off the bench in recent times. 
Winger Logan Gordon-Woolley also 
looks set to start while youngster 
Tom Huggan could make a first 
team debut off the bench.

There are set to be eight 
replacements for this one rather 

than the usual five and Hawick 
head coach Matty Douglas said: “It 
is good to have a game so soon after 
the league fixtures finished to keep 
things ticking over.

“I want the players to show me 
they deserve to be in the play-offs.”

The game kicks off at 7.30pm. 

Meanwhile, at the same time 
Hawick Linden are set to meet 
Dunbar in a rearranged Tennent’s 
East Region League Division Two 
clash at the Volunteer 3G.

The match sponsors are Ian and 
Sheila MacKinnon, and the ball 
sponsor is Equidental International 

with the Linden seventh in the table 
and Dunbar fifth.

There is no action for Hawick 
Force this weekend and their next 
outing is due to be away to Tennent’s 
East Reserve League Division One 
leaders Heriot’s Blues Seconds on 
March 5.

Skelly Cup performance can earn play-off places
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Scots stars 
boost World 
Cup Teries
Three of the current best 
male Teri rugby players 
have sent messages of good 
luck to fellow locals Lana 
Skeldon and Lisa Thomson 
as they aim to help 
Scotland Women qualify 
for the World Cup today 
(Friday).

Scotland have not 
reached a World Cup in 
the women’s game since 
2010, but if they can make 
it to the big event in New 
Zealand in October and 
November they would face 
the hosts, Australia and 

Wales in the pool stages.
First though, in the final 

qualifying event in Dubai, 
ninth in the world Scotland 
are taking on 25th ranked 
Colombia later today.

The Scots are favourites 
and hooker Lana, 28, and 
centre Lisa, 24, are both in 
the starting line-up.

Everyone in the town 
and surrounding area are 
behind the hard-working 
duo and Stuart Hogg, Darcy 
Graham and Rhys Tait have 
all taken time out to wish 
them well.

Scotland skipper 
Stuart, who is preparing 
for his own big Six Nations 
game against France 

tomorrow (Saturday) at 
BT Murrayfield, said:  All 
the best to Lana, Lisa and 
the rest of the Scotland 
squad in the final World 
Cup qualifier. I hope it all 
goes well and you return to 
Scotland with the deserved 
qualification under your 
belts.”

Winger Darcy, who is 
in the international camp 
with Stuart on the outskirts 
of Edinburgh, said:  “I am 
the same age as Lisa so have 
known her well over the 
years and, like me, she loves 
playing on the big stage and 
punching above her weight. 

“It is brilliant to have 
Lana and Lisa from Hawick 
in the Scotland squad at the 
final World Cup qualifier, 
they represent the town so 
well and it would be great 
to see them playing in New 
Zealand later this year. 

“All of us are behind 
them and the rest of the 
squad and I hope they can 
get the job done.”

Rhys, the Scotland 
under-20 skipper, will be 
leading his own side out

By GARY HEATLY 
sport@thehawickpaper.co.uk

Scotland’s Lana Skeldon and Lisa Thomson PICTURES: RUGBY PEOPLE

Hawick and Jed-Forest 
are due to meet in a tasty-
looking Border League 
clash this evening (Friday) 
at Mansfield Park with the 
winners securing the Skelly 
Cup, Gary Heatly writes.

Having finished their 
regular season league 
programme on Saturday at 
Marr, the Greens first XV 
are keen to keep building 
momentum ahead of the 
Tennent’s Premiership play-
offs which begin on March 
26.

As it stands, they will 
have this match and another 
Border League home match 
against Gala on March 19 to 
prepare for the semi-final 
and all players will be out to 
impress the coaching staff.

With Peebles pulling out 
of the competition, to date 
there have been no matches 
played in Pool A of the 
Border League, but Hawick-
Jed affairs are always 
interesting.

It is also great to hear that 
members of the Skeldon 
family, who donated the 
Skelly Cup in memory of 
family members who have 
passed away, are due to be at 
the game.

The final Greens squad 
was still to be decided after 
training last night with a 
couple of injury niggles 
in the ranks, but Deaglan 
Lightfoot has earned a start 
at scrum-half after doing 

Play-off 
places up 
for grabs 
in clash

The Hawick Youth Rugby 
under-16 players head to 
the City of Discovery this 
Sunday looking to win a 
place in the National Youth 
Shield final, Gary Heatly 
writes.

The team, captained by 
centre Filip Kubicki, were 
in fine form in their last-
eight tie at home to Cartha 
Queens Park at the end of 
January – and they will be 
keen to play just as well in 

the semi-final at Dundee 
Rugby.

Try-scorers in the 
last round were Connor 
Crawley, Filip himself, Boyd 
Hughes (4), Jack Brown, 
Jardine Vevers and Connor 
McLeod. Stuart Delaney 
added five conversions.

Team manager Mark 
Palmer, who works 
alongside coaches Graham 
Hogg, Eddie Brogan and 
Davie Newman, told The 

Hawick Paper:  “The boys 
are looking forward to this 
game. It is not every day 
that you get to play in a 
semi-final at their age, so 
you can imagine there is a 
lot of excitement floating 
around and they are proud 
to represent the team.

“Over the season the 
coaches and the players 
have worked together on a 
game plan and game style 
that suits them and we 

will head to Dundee full of 
respect for the opponents, 
but looking to progress.”

Whitecraigs and Kelso 
play in the other semi-final 
with both ties at 2pm.

Meanwhile, under-18s 
skipper Marcus Brogan and 
team-mates Finlay Douglas 
and Justin Tait have been 
selected to represent 
Edinburgh against Glasgow 
Warriors in the junior 
1872 Cup on Sunday at The 

Greenyards. Edinburgh’s 
squad has been selected 
from the best young players 
in the capital, the Borders 
and East Lothian and comes 
off the back of the under-17 
and under-18 district 
championship finals five 
days ago in Melrose.

And today (Friday) 
the Keown Trophy 
and Chrysties Quaich 
competitions begin for local 
primary school children.

Young Robbie Dyes all out for final place

n CONTINUED ON PAGE 27

Thomas takes 
first senior title

PICTURE: ALEX CORBETT

Former Teviotdale 
Harriers boys’ champion 
Thomas MacAskill  ran 
away with the club’s 
cross-country title in his 

first race as a senior. The 
18-year-old student showed 
the field a clean pair of 
heels to finish in 42.20.
n REPORT ON PAGES 24/25n CONTINUED ON PAGE 22


